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To  the  MERCHANTS  trading  to  Africa , 


Gentlemen, 

Jjk  ,  P ERM1T  me  to  requeft  that  you  will  honor 

the  following  pages  with  your  protection  ;  they  are  an  endea¬ 
vour  to  prove  that  you,  and  not  the  abolitionifts,  are  the  dif- 
penfers  of  real  philanthropy.  It  is  to  you,  Gentlemen,  that  the 
artifl  could,  with  juftice,  have  fhewed  his  gratitude  in  the  prefen- 
tation  of  his  medal ;  he  might  have  depicted  your  efforts  to  ref- 
cue  thoufands  of  devoted  victims  who  muft  otherwife  have  buf¬ 
fered  death  by  the  fiat  of  numberlefs  petty  tyrants,  and  might  have 
portrayed  you  in  the  a£t  of  extending  your  arms  to  condudb  them 

to  a  land  of  liberty  and  plenty. - The  reverfe  might  have  dif- 

played  their  employments  in  their  new  fituation,  where  dancing 
and  merry-making  filled  up  their  leifure  hours,  and  feemed  as  a 
tribute  to  the  hand  of  humanity  that  plucked  them  from  the  grave. 

I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of  fubjoining  the  opinion  of  a  writer  un¬ 
der  an  abfolute  monarch,  which  will  take  away  any  fufpicion  of 
prefatory  adulation  that  might  be  alledged,  were  I  to  exprefs  my- 
felf  in  as  comprehenfive  an  eulbgium. 

“  Un  Negociant  en  France,  eft  ce  citoyen  precieux,  dont 
“  le  coup  d’ceil  porte  d’un  bout  de  l’univers  a  l’autre,  par 
“  l’induftrie,  la  plus  jufte  combinaifon  &  la  bonne  foi,  il 
“  accumule  fes  richeffes,  augmente  celle  de  la  patrie,  emploi 
“  fur  mer  &  fur  terre  des  milliers  des  bras,  fe  fait  cherir  au 
‘  ‘  dedans  &  au  dehors  par  fes  refources  &  fa  franchife  ;  enfin 
“  il  eft  en  tout  utile  &  prefque  infeparable  du  premier  des 
arts,  la  refpedtable  agriculture.” 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

r  ?  .  •  fit  t  ■  '  ;  S. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  humble  and  devoted  fervant, 

The  AUTHOR. 


PREFACE. 


Thinkin  G  it  the  duty  of  every  fnbjeCi  who  has  had 
fortuitous  opportunities  of  acquiring  hfofmation  or  experience  in 
countries  vlfited  only  by  a  few ,  and  tkofe ,  people  who  go 
merely  for  trade,  and  probably  underftand  no  language  but  their 
own ,  /  cannot  refrain  from  communicating  at  this  crifis ,  many 
things  that  are  imprinted  on  my  memory ,  drawn  from  my  own 
obfervations  during  a  feries  of  years  [pent  in  travelling ,  and 
from  the  writings  of  many  learned  authors ,  upon  the  churns, 
manners ,  policy ,  and  commerce  of  mankind  in  all  quarters  of 
the  globe.  Not  hit  ending  to  remain  long  in  the  different  places 
I  vijit ,  I  am  thereby  precluded  from  the  ajjiftance  my  journals 
zvould  otherwife  have  afforded  me  in  this  attempt  to  become 
fervic cable  to  the  community.  This ,  I  hope ,  will  be  accepted 
as  an  apology  for  any  inaccuracies  that  may  appear  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages ,  and  that  my  furprife,  at  more  active  Jleps  not 
being  taken  to  bring  an  atrocious  offender  to  jufice ,  may  not 
be  mifconftrued  into  a  reflection  on  any  perfons  then ,  or  fince  in 
power ,  for  the  American  war  engrofjed  their  attention ,  and 
the  many  changes  in  minifry ,  procraf incited  all  matters  of  lefs 
import  to  the  nation. 

My  motive  was  only  to  Jhew  what  had  been,  and  what 
the  legislature  might  prevent  happening  in  future,  if  any  king's 
government  Jhould  be  again  efablifhed  on  the  cca/l  of  Africa. 
By  a  claufe  in  the  mutiny  act,  a  court  martial  in  that  country, 
might  confiJL  of  one  captain  and  four  ftiba  Items  only,  wht f  had 
the  power  of  pmifhing  zvith  death,  provided  two  thirds  of  the 
members  found  the  culprit  guilty,  and  the  prefident  always  con- 
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fidered  his  opinion ,  joined  with  two  fub alter  ns,  to  confiitute 
that  number ;  but  the  governor ,  or  commanding  officer  of  the 
place ,  could  not  fit  as  prefident ,  becaufe  the  fentence  was  to  be 
confirmed  or  dif approved  by  him  :  blit  the  officer  here  alluded 
to ,  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  power  of  prefiding  both  as  judge 
and  governor,  and  in  confequence ,  had  always  the  opportunity 
of  confirming  his  own  decifion  ;  he,  however ,  did  notfiop  here , 
but  has  been  known  to  alter  the  proceedings  after  they— were 
Jigned  and  clofed.  Three  officers  of  rank ,  merit,  and  family, 
were  fent  home  and  cafhiered  by  fuch  manoeuvering,  but  a 
member  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  zvho  had  raifed  the  regi¬ 
ment  they  belonged  to,  rofe  up  to  make  a  motion  for  an  inquiry, 
but  was  flopped  by  Lord  George  Germaine,  who  told  him  that 
his  Majefiy  had  fet  the  fentence  of  the  court  martial  afide . 


If  thefe  gentlemen  had  been  fo  unfortunate  as  not  to  have 
then  fuch  a  (launch  friend  in  the  houfe,  they  mufi  have  been 
difgmced  and  ruined,  what  reparation  could  have  been  made 
to  them,  when  government  found  it  expedient  to  proclaim  a  re¬ 
ward  for  apprehending  the  nefarious  governor,  who  prof  edited, 
and,  as  judge ,  fentcnced  them  to  be  cafhiered  ?  • Minifiers 
do  not  always  hold  themfelves  bound  to  make  ccmpenfation  to 
fufferers  under  a  former  adminifiratjon ;  what  mufi  be  the 
fenfations  of  an  officer  who  deferved  preferment  by  his  long  or 
fingular  fervices,  whilfi  commanded  by  a  man  that  has  no  li¬ 
mits  to  his  avarice,  or  bounds  to  his  ruling  paffions,  jealoufy, 
envy,  and  malice  f  a  Jlave  on  the  middle  pafi'age ,  under  the 
worft  defeription,  is  happier  than  he. 


Negros  are  ( 'aid  by  the  amateurs  of  abolition,  to  rejoice  in 
cur  iflands  at  the  funerals  of  their  departed  friends,  but  to  la¬ 
ment  bitterly  on  fuch  occafions  in  their  own  country.  All  over 
Egypt,  Ethiopia ,  and  Negi  oland,  they  follow  the  ccrpfe,  ut¬ 
tering  cries  of  grief ,  and  proclaiming  the  good  qualities  of  the 
dece afed,  and  ajking  wbat  could  induce  him  to  leave  his  friends 
in  this  world.  The  Irifh  peafants  have  the  fame  cuftom,  but 
they  wake  the  body  for  three  days ,  that  is,  their  friends  af- 
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femble  in  the  houfe  where  the  corpfe  is  laid  out ,  and  in  order  to 
keep  themfelves  awake,  they  drinks  fmoke ,  Jing>  and  dance  to 
piper's  mufiCy  but  when  the  funeral  procejfion  begins ,  they  fet 
up  the  howl ,  and  extol  the  virtues  of  their  departed  friend. 

Bodies  will  not  keep  long  enough  in  hot  countries  to  have 
merry  wakings ;  perhaps  in  the  IV ’ft  Indies ,  the  gentleman 
who  made  thefe  ajfertions ,  has  feen  both  ceremonies  at  the  fame 
time ,  namely ,  dancing  and  zveeping. 

It  would  be  an  experiment  worth  making ,  to  condemn  cri¬ 
minal  negros  to  be  tranfported  to  their  own  country ,  inflead  of 
hanging  them.  I  venture  to  fay ,  they  zvould  fhew  lefs  forti¬ 
tude  in  undergoing  that  fentence  than  in  dyings  and  it  would 
effectually  deter  them  from  entering  into  any  commotions . 

I  never  heard  of  any  mode  adopted  to  keep  the  emigrants  in 
good  health  and  fpirits ,  on  the  paffage  to  America ,  the  negros 
are  brought  upon  deck  and  made  to  dance ,  they  havP  fidlers 
and  drummers  on  board  maity  flave  fhips ,  and  they  diflribute 
feveral  *Bangees  amongft  the  negros ,  that  they  may  divert 
themfelves ,  and fing  below  deck. 

But  it  is  fo  great  an  abfurdity  to  imagine ,  that  a  mafter  of 
a  flave  fhip  will  negleCl  keeping  the  negros  in  good  healthy  that 
it  is  need  lefs  to  fay  any  more  on  that  fubjeCl ,  particularly  now , 
as  parliament  has  voted  him  a  gratuity ,  bejides  the  head-money 
he  has  from  his  employers . 

It  is  now  to  be  conjidered  the  advantages  this  country  de¬ 
rived  from  that  trade ,  are  to  be  transferred  to  another ;  the 
Portuguefe  trade  for  50  or  60,000  flaves  every  year ,  to  cul¬ 
tivate  their  colonies  in  the  Brazils ;  the  Spaniards ,  the  Danes , 
the  Swedes ,  the  French ,  the  Hollander sy  and  the  Branden- 

burghers , 

*  The  Bangee  is  a  calabafh  covered  with  beads  of  different 
fizes  ft  rung  like  a  net,  and  put  loofe  round  it,  when  fhaken  it 
makes  a  noife  like  a  rattle. 
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burghers ,  &c\  pur  chafe  a  vafl  number  of  negros  for  the  fame 
purpofes.  If  we  are  excluded  from  the  like  advantages ,  will 
'not  thofe  nations  under  fell  us,  and  increafe  in  naval  Jlrength  ? 
Phefe  confi derations  floonld  ftimidate  every  one  who  has  any 
knowledge  of  commerce,  to  ufe  all  his  abilities  in  favor  of  the 
African  trade,  as  now  carried  on,  and  to  be  vigilant ,  that  no 
'monopoly  fl?all  be  fet  up  to  check  its  progrefs. 

The  man  of  information  who  is  filent  when  an  attempt  is 
made  to  miflead government,  is  guilty  of  apolitical  mifprifion 
of  treafon,  and  he  who  conceals  or  keeps  from  their  know¬ 
ledge  any  grievance  that  may  be  redrejjed,  and  provided  a- 
gainft  in  future,  is  unworthy  the  gifts  of  liberal  nature ,  and 
the  name  of  citizen,  he  is  like  the  idle  fervant,  who,  in  dread 
of  his  majled  s  anger,  exrufed  his  (loth,  when  his  talent  was 
required  from  him ,  by  faying ,  he  had  zvrapped  it  up  in  a  nap¬ 
kin,  and  buried  it  in  the  earth. 

I  wo\ld  rather  undergo  a  critical  cenfure,  of  having'  only  a 
cacoethes  scribendi,  and  no  talent  to  entertain,  than  be 
a  mute  fpeftator,  when  any  thing  is  going  forward,  which  I 
think  will  militate  againfi  the  welfare  or  profperity  of  my  coun¬ 
try,  and  I  have  fuch  reliance  upon  the  integrity  and  impartia¬ 
lity  of  the  prefent  government,  that ,  if  I  appear  rather  [anguine 
in  favor  of  the  trade,  I  foall  not  meet  with  dif approbation. 

As  a  man  totally  nn  conn  cited  with  commerce ,  and  unknown 
to  any  of  the  mercantile  body,  I  mufl  efcape  the  cenfure  of  hav¬ 
ing  any  interefed  or  venal  motives  for  giving  my  thoughts,  as 
they  have  occurred,  on  African  fubjcbls  ;  however,  I Jhall  think 
myfelf  well  rewarded,  if  any  one  point  contained  in  the  follow¬ 
ing fheets,  may  hereafter  tend  to  remove  the  unjiift  calumnies , 
and  unmerited  odium  thrown  upon  thofe  who  carry  on  or  fpeak 
An  favor  of  the  African  fave  trade . 
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The  prefent  petitioning  rage  againft  the  Slave  Trade, 
as  carried  on  in  Africa,  fhews,  that  the  writer  who  pronounc¬ 
ed  one  half  of  the  Englifh  nation  to  be  mad,  and  the  other 
half  fools,  was  not  entirely  miftaken,  for  an  enthufiaftic 
mania  of  licentious  liberty  has  bewildered  the  fenfes 
of  one  part  of  the  nation,  and  the  parliament  has  been 
annoyed  with  heaps  of  parchment,  containing  prayers  to 
abolifh  a  trade,  which  employs  millions  of  people  by  fea 
and  land,  enriches  our  colonies,  and  wafts  treafures,  not 
only  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  but  from  the  mines  of 
Mexico  and  Peru  to  enrich  this  kingdom..  What  can 
be  faid  of  thofe  people  who  are  dormant,  when  the  axe 
is  uplifted  to  ftrike  at  the  root  of  commercial  liberty, 
and  lop  off  its  moft  valuable  branch  !  are  they  not  to  be 
claffed  with  a  fool  that  would  (in  the  vulgar- phrafe)  cut 
off  his  own  nofe  to  be  avenged  of  his  face  ;  truly  becauic 
a  few  inftances  of  barbarity  were  faid  to  be  committed  by 
planters  in  our  iflands,  where  the  civil  law  was  com¬ 
petent  to  punifh  fuch  crimes,  if  they  realy  exifled,  and 
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fome  mifreprefentations  of  inhumanity  "praftiied  •  on  the 
middle  paflago;  the  Englifh  merchants,  who  fhould 
rather  be  looked  upon  as  redeemers,  and  adopting  fathers 
of  the  flave-born  Africans,  muft  be  punifhed  by  a  lofs  of 
property  ;  and  a  final  flop  put  to  a  traffic,  which  many 
thoufands,  from  their  earlieft  days,  have  made  their  foie 
lludy ;  and  carried  on  at  the  imminent  rifque  of  life  and 
fortunes  ?  does  it  not  appear  that  Boeotian  ftupidity  has 
benummed  the  intelle&s  of  a  people,  that  will  not  oppofe 
with  fpirited  remonftrances,  fuch  an  iniquitous  requifiti- 
on  ?  made  in  the  paroxifm  of  popular  frenzy  :  inflamed 
by  itinerant  preachers,  and  introduced  to  the  Houle  of 
Commons  by  men  who  would  facrifice  Common  fenfe,  and 
the  bread  of  their  fellow  citizens  at  the  fhrine  of  philan- 
throphy,  to  avert  the  dreaded  odium,  declaimers,  and 
party  fcribblers  might  affix  to  him,  that  would  favour  a 
traffic  in  human  black  ffcfh  :  yet  thofe  men  of  fine  feel¬ 
ings  pafs  over  in  filence  the  number  of  Jhin  markets  pub¬ 
licly  open  in  the  kingdom,  for  buying,  felling,  and 
tranfporting  chriflian  white  flelli  to  hoftile  pagan  climes. 

At  prefent,  call  a  man  in  any  place  where  fanaticifm 
prevails,  an  anti-abolitionifl,  and  he  will  be  almoft  in  the 
lame  predicament  with  the  Quaker’s  dog  :  to  which  his 
offended  maffer  mildly  faid,  l  will  not  beat  thee,  nor  kick 
thee,  but  I  will  give  thee  a  bad  name ;  fo  he  drove  the 
animal  into  the  ftreet,  crying,  a  mad  dog  !  a  mad  dog  ! 
the  mob  purfued  him,  and  he  was  (toned  to  death. 

What  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  imagine,  that  a  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  parchments  befcrawled  with  names  laid  to  be 
refpebtable,  can  induce  a  member  of  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment  to  give  a  vote  contrary  to  what  his  unbiaffed  judg¬ 
ment  thinks  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  community  at 
large,  he  cannot  be  uninformed  that  many  petitions  have 
been  carried  to  parifh  fchools  and  alms  houfes,  tomb- 
ftones  vifited  for  variety  of  names,  and  advantage  taken 
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in  the  hours  of  inebriation,  at  pot  houfes ;  even  the 
itinerant  Irilh,  who  travel  barefoot  through  the  counties 
to  make  harveft,  have  been  applied  to. 

A  group  of  thofe  wandering  creatures  regaling  them- 
felves  under  a  hedge,  on  half  boiled  roots,  near  to  a 
brook,  was  entreated  to  fubfcribe  to  the  abolition.  “  By 
“  J — s ,  fays  Paddy,  I  knows  nobody  has  more  occafion 
<c  for  abfolution  than  myfelf ;  for  the  money  I  have  earn- 

ed  among  you  wont  carry  me  home,  and  pay  my  heartli- 
“  money.  My  own  prieft  wont  abfolve  myfelf  without 

“  the  ready  caili.” - But  the  mifiiake  being  rectified, 

Paddy  replies  “  Arrah !  is  that  all !  then  here  goes, 
“  but  now  I  think  on’t,  1  can’t  write,  Teague  you’re  a 
“  poor  fcholard ,  you  mull  lign  for  us  all.” 

.  “  1  '  '■>  s 

There  is  not  a  member  in  either  houfe  of  parliament 
that  does  not  know  the  facility  of  getting  petitions  ligned, 
whenever  a  point  is  to  be  carried,  and  where  zealots  preach 
up  the  caufe  founded  on  humanity  and  general  philan- 
thophy,  the  clamour  is  fo  great,  that  indifferent  perfons 
may  judge  it  dangerous,  to  advance  any  opinion  in  oppo- 
fition.  Several  years  ago,  when  addreiTes  were  much 
looked  for,  upon  a  very  important  event,  an  adventurer 
procured  a  number  of  local  fignatures  from  a  diftant 
county,  to  an  addrefs  which  he  prefented  to  his  Majefty  ; 
being  the  firft  on  that  occafion,  it  was  mod:  gracioufly  re¬ 
ceived  and  knighthood  was  conferred  on  him  :  this  ex¬ 
ample  appearing  in  the  public  prints,  was  followed  by  all  the 
neighbouring  counties,  each  nufhing  to  be  foremoft  in 
the  lift.  -  ~ 

Thus,  before  the  people  at  large  could  be  fatished  of 
the  reality  of  the  firft  addrefs,  the  ends  of  the  minifter, 
and  of  the  adventurer,  were  both  accemplifhed ;  and 
lately,  on  the  happy  reftoration  of  health  to  our  beloved 
Sovereign,  when  every  heart  overflowed  with  unfeigned 
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joy,  congratulatory  addrefles  were  poured  in  from  every 
part  of  the  rejoicing  kingdom,  and  thofe  who  prefented 
them  were  knigh  ted.  Was  there  a  chance  of  knighthood 
for  the  brokers  of  petitions,  it  would  not  be  aftonifhing 
that  they  give  themfeives  fo  much  trouble  ;  but,  as  neither 
profit  or  honor  fee  ms’ likely  to  reward  their  labours,  folly 
or  frenzy  muft  urge  them  to  wafte  their  time  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  fupprefs  a  commerce,  fo  highly  beneficial  to  the 
nation. 

About  ten  years  ago,  the  rage  for  gaming  was  fo  great, 
that  fellows  were  polled  in  all  the  principal  flreets,  to 
deliver  hand-bills,  with  directions  where  E.  O.  tables  or 
Pharo  banks  were  held;  every  newfpaper  teemed  with 
robberies,  bankruptcies,  filicides,  See.  confequences  of 
this  fp reading  evil.  The  magiftrates  could  not  find  any 
immediate  remedy.  The  mob  then  took  the  law  into 
their  own  hands,  and  demolifhed  many  of  the  gaming 
tables.  The  juftices  were  convened  with  the  law  offi¬ 
cers,  to  confult  upon  meafures  to  put  a  legal  flop  to 
thefe  evils ;  where  it  was  refolved,  that  an  aCt  which 
had  been  long  deemed  obfolcte,  lliould  be  immediately 
enforced.  Government  promifed  indemnification  to  all 
who  aCted  under  its  powers,  and  that  the  enfuing  fefli- 
on%  a  bill  lliould  be  brought  into  parliament,  more  ef¬ 
fectually  to  put  an  end  to  this  deftruCtive  vice,  gaming, 
and  to  ilrengthen  the  powers  of  the  magiftrates  in  fuch 
cafes.  The  philanthropes  were  as  ftrenuous  for  the 
fuccefs  of  that  bill,  as  they  are  now  for  the  abolition,  e- 
very  mifdeed  and  misfortune,  was  aferibed  to  gaming; 
inventive  genius  was  then  as  bufy  to  produce  feenes  of 
horror  and  diftrefs,  as  refulting  from  the  diabolical  prac¬ 
tice  of  gaming,  as  now  they  are,  in  depicting  barbarities 
and  woes,  (which  only  exift  in  their  fertile  imagination) 
occasioned  by  the  African  have  trade.  During  the  parox- 
ifm  of  this  popular  frenzy,  had  a  member  of  the  lower 
houfe  commented  on  any  claufe  in  the  bill  in  its  progrefs, 

.  he 
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he  would  have  been  fet  down  as  a  gambler,  fharing  the 
profits  of  an  E.  O.  or  Pharo  table,  and  loft  all  his  popu¬ 
larity  :  but  when  it  paffed  the  Lords,  they  faw  that  it  to¬ 
tally  abohflied  that  fecurity,  an  Englifhman  has  always 
gloried  in,  that  his  houfe  is  his  caftle :  for  it  gave  autho¬ 
rity  to  a  magiftrate  or  conftable,  to  break  into,  and  fearch 
any  houfe,  where  he  was  informed,  any  game  of  chance 
was  playing,  and  if  he  detected  the  perfons  in  the  fadt, 
confiscation  of  the  furniture  in  the  room,  and  a  fine  and 
imprifonment  inflicted  on  each  perfon  prefent.  A  noble 
Earl,  whofe  condudt  through  life  fet  even  malicious  fic¬ 
tion  at  defiance,  as  a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt, 
moved  an  amendment  on  the  laft  day  of  the  feiTions, 
which  was  agreed  upon,  but  the  Commons  rejedted  it, 
becaufe  of  the  alteration. 

But  the  clamours  of  the  people  were  fliortly  changed  to 
acclamations  of  joy,  that  the  wifdom  of  the  Peers  had 
faved  their  liberties  from  being  affaiTmated,  under  the 
fpecious  pretence  of  putting  a  flop  to  gaming ;  for  whilfc 
the  bill  was  under  confideration  in  parliament,  the  ma< 
giftrates,  followed  by  the  poffe  comitatus,  made  forcible 
entry  into  many  houfes  where  they  had  information  gamb¬ 
ling  was  going  on ;  to  fome  houfes  they  placed  ladders, 
and  got  in  at  the  firft  floor  windows,  on  thele  occafions, 
bailiffs  and  revenue  officers,  were  of  the  party,  and  made 
their  feizures  j  nor  w^ere  the  light  fingered  gentry  lefs  ac¬ 
tive. 

The  people  forefaw  the  dreadful  confequences  that 
might  attend  violating  the  fandtuary  of  an  inoftenfivd  citi¬ 
zen  at  an  untimely  hour  of  the  night,  who  could  reco¬ 
ver  no  damages  for  the  outrage,  or  compenfation  for  any 
lofs  his  property  might  fuftain,  by  fuch  an  untimely,  fuch 
an  unfufpedted  burglary.  The  information  was  a  jufti- 
fication  of  the  magiftrates  condudf . 

;  A3 
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As  the  people  of  England  are  ever  jealous  of  their  li¬ 
berties,  it  is  date  policy  to  keep  the  minds  of  the  prying 
public  condantly  bent  upon  fome  interefling  objedt, 
(which  is  called,  throwing  out  a  tub  to  the  whale)  in  or¬ 
der  to  divert  their  attention,  when  foreign  intrigues,  or 
court  polititians,  are  working  to  bring  forward  treaties 
or  alliances,  which  might  create  oppofition  or  clamours 
amongft  the  people.  Elizabeth  Canning,  the  Cock-lane 
ghod,  and  various  other  impolitions,  at  different  periods, 
engroffed  all  the  converfation ;  now  humanity,  and  the 
abolition  of  the  Have  trade,  lures  every  thought,  from 
the  more  wretched  date  of  tht  induftrious  eadern  nati¬ 
ons,  differing  the  cruelled  ravages  of  war,  in  defending  of 
their  honedly  acquired  treafures,  from  avaricious  infatiate 
invaders. 

Grievances  abound  in  thefe  kingdoms,  and  call  loudly 
for  redrefs  ;  before  an  attempt  is  made  to  abolifh  llavery 
abroad,  let  us  look  at  home,  and  loofe,  from  habitual 
lhackles,  all  Britilh  fubjedts. 

-  \  J  t 

The  late  Mr.  Howard,  of  philanthropic  memory, 
feemed  to  have  had  a  prefentiment ,  that  the  Have  trade 
would  be  fuppreffed,  when  he  planned  that  extenfive 
building  near  this  town,  not  yet  inhabited,  but  capaci¬ 
ous  enough  to  incarcerate  fome  thoufands,  whole  fate  mud 
be  a  prifon,  when  an  abolition  takes  place. 

Commerce  is  to  Great  Britain,  as  the  veins,  arteries, 
and  blood  veffels,  are  to  the  human  body  ;  the  Metro¬ 
polis  the  head,  Liverpool  and  Bridol  the  arms,  and  ma¬ 
nufacture  the.  heart.  Exportation  has  the  effedt  of  falu- 
tary  exercile,  it  carries  off  every  redundancy,  not  necelfa- 
ry  for  our  fupport.  Should  one  of  our  arms  be  lopped 
off,  would  not  the  whole  conditution  be  impaired  ?  all 
the  ducts,  -and  each  capillary  veffel  conveying  heat  and 
motion  to  thefe  extremities,  and  back  again  to  invigorate 
the  heart,  would  be  feparated,  the  mutilated  fydem  for  a 

time 


time  muft  languifh,  and  never  regain  its  priftine  ftrength  ; 
or  a  mortification  may  enfue,  and  reach  the  heart,  before 
the  circulation  could  be  reftored. 

In  the  name  of  common  fcnfe,  wherefore  do  thofe 
towns  which  flourifii  chiefly  by  vending  cotton  goods  and 
hardwares  to  the  African  merchants,  petition  ?  do  they 
want  to  drive  the  working  people  to  the  neceflity  of  emi¬ 
grating  ?  Beware !  there  is  a  neighbouring  country, 
warmed  by  as  pure  a  flame  of  liberty  as  youri elves,  that 
will  fpread  her  arms  to  receive  the  diflrefled  manufac¬ 
turers,  and  reward  their  labours.  If  fuch  fhould  be  the 
cafe,  thofe  fhort  flighted  would-be-thought  philanthro¬ 
pes,  will  find  they  have  laid  the  foundation  for  another 
petition,  namely  to  enforce  an  a6l,  to  prevent  mechanics 
from  leaving  the  kingdom,  which  furely  muft  bear  hea¬ 
vier  bn  the  mind  of  the  free-born  Briton,  than  flavery, 
on  the  vaflal-born  African,  with  limited  intellects.  The 
firft  enlightened  by  the  rays  of  chriftianity,  tutored  with 
expanded  ideas  of  liberty,  muft  be  confined  to  ftarve  in 
his  own  country,  becaufe  an  outcry  is  raifed  againft 
tranfporting  a  pagan  to  a  better  climate  than  his  own, 
to  lefs  work,  and  much  better  treatment. 

The  number  of  delinquents  we  fee  every  feflions,  ought 
to  make  more  immediate  impreflions  on  the  feelifig  heart 
than  the  tales  of  foreign  woe.  Above  a  thoufand  of 
thofe  wretched  mortals  now  fettered  in  loathfome  pri- 
fons,  await  a  more  dreaded  loty  to  be  tranfported  to  a 
land  of  famine,  where  exiftence  is  precarious,  without 
they  be  fupported  by  neceflfaries  fupplied  from  this  country. 
Humanity  has  herein  a  large  fcope  to  exercife  her  inqui¬ 
ries,  what  are  the  primary  caufes  of  their  mifcondudt, 
and  if  pofiible,  to  remove  them. 

Length- of  imprifonment  tends  to  corrupt  the  morals, 
and  debt  being  the  only  trefpafs  for  which  imprifonment 
has  no  period,  is  fo  much  dreaded  by  the  unfortunate, 

that 
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that  they  fometimes  are  induced  to  ufe  unlawful  means 
to  avoid  it,  relying  on  the  lenity  of  juftice,  which  gene¬ 
rally  pardons  the  firft  offence ;  and  once  being  initiated 
into  a  gang,  they  muft  go  on  fyftematically,  until  the 
meafure  of  their  iniquities  is  full,  and  the  harpies  of  juf¬ 
tice  pounce  upon  them,  and  fatten  on  the  price  of  blood, 
the  proclaimed  reward  for  convicting  felons. 

m  /  | 

If  the  money  annually  expended  in  bringing  culprits 
to  the  fatal  tree,  was  employed  in  any  fyftem  that  would 
afford  maintenance  to  the  induftrious-indigent,  of  every 
clafs,  probably  Botany  Bay  would  lack  population.  It  is 
by  many  thought  that  feminarics  for  education  and  charity 
fchools,  improve  the  morals  of  youth.  This  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  where  by  the  inftitution  the  pupils  at  certain  ages, 
are  apprenticed  to  handicraft,  or  to  the  fea  fervice,  and 
ftriCt  attention  paid  to  the  character  and  capacity  of  the 
matter. 

But  in  Chrift  Church  Hofpital,  and  places  under 
fimilar  regulations ;  the  fon  of  a  poor  man  is  liable  to 
temptations  which  may  corrupt  his  morals.  Citizens  of 
the  firft  clafs  fend  their  children  to  be  educated  at  thofe 
public  fchools.  The  boys  that  have  a  weekly  allowance 
of  pocket  money  are  feldom  fo  attentive  to  their  ftudies, 
as  thofc  who  have  no  expectations  from  their  parents ; 
their  reliance  being  placed  on  what  progrefs  they  can 
make  in  their  ftudies,  become  attentive,  and  are  general¬ 
ly  the  beft  fcholars.  They  are  much  careffed  by  the 
fans  of  opulence,  they  wrrite  their  themes,  and  help  them 
forward  in  their  daffies,  in  return  the  young  gentlemen 
of  fortune  fhare  their  purfes  with  them,  and  the  parents 
make  them  welcome  at  their  homes. 

By  this  treatment,  and  the  youthful  proteftations  of  in¬ 
violable  friendfhip  they  often  meet  with:  the  fons  of  indi¬ 
gence  are  infallibly  ledon.todefpife  any  fervlle  or  mechani- 
.  cal 


cal  employment,  the  fame  hopes  buoy  up  their  parents  to 
ftrain  every  nerve  that  the  child's  appearance,  fhall  be  no 
difgrace  to  their  friend,  who  promifes  at  age,  to  provide 
for  him  ;  perhaps  fhortly  die  young  patron  at  his  fathers 
deceafe,  gets  a  tide,  or  into  a  large  fortune  and  extenfive 
concerns,  then  his  former  profeffions  efcape  his  memory, 
he  looks  cool  on  the  juvenile  friend  of  his  bofom ;  who 
by  his  allurements  has  quitted  fchool,  to  be  his  com¬ 
panion.  The  poor  lad  finds  his  money  exhauiled,  his 
hopes  vanifh,  he  dreads  appearing  fhabby,  before  his 
former  fchool-mates :  he  defcends  into  another  fphere, 
enticed  by  feme  pretended  friend,  who  affifts  him  with 
money,  and  at  laft  works  upon  his  apprehenfions  of 
flarving,  until  he  confentstobe  an  accomplice  in  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  an  illicit  livelihood :  at  length  he  is  condemned 
to  fuffer  for  his  crimes,  now  is  the  time  to  fettle  his  ac¬ 
count,  with  the  public,  his  education  may  fairly  be  floated 
to  coft  20 cl.  for  !one  hundred  has  often  been  _  given  to 
get  a  boy  admitted  when  a  vacancy  happened,  Aol,  is 
paid  to  the  perfon  who  convidts  the  unfortunate  lad,  and 
a  ticket  to  exempt  the  holder  from  parifh  duties,  which 
he  can  always  fell  for  twenty  guineas.  To  this  we  may 
add  as  much  more  for  the  expences  of  apprehending, 
trial,  maintenance  in  prifon,  and  execution ;  all  together 
will  amount  to  320I.  for  rearing  to  the  age  of  maturity,  a 
free-born  fubject,  and  then  cutting  him  off  in  the  flower 
of  his  youth,  before  he  had  accomplifhed  any  one  function 
for  which  he  was  lent  into  the  world  !  how  dreadful !  how 
repugnant  to  reafon  and  humanity  ! 

When  fo  many  plans  have  met  encouragement  for  the 
advancement  or  mellioration  of  any  ufeful  branch  of 
fcience  and  manufacture,  it  is  extraordinary  that  no  pro¬ 
jector  has  been  hardy  enough,  to  ftand  forward  and  pro- 
pofe  fome  effentiai  method  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  vice  : 
probably  it  may  be  fuppofed,that  if  the  lower  dalles  of  the 
people  -were  enabled  by  their  induftrious  labour  to  bring 


up  their  children,  and  live  at  eafe,  we  fliould  not  be  able 
to  recruit  our  army,  or  man  our  fleets  ?  but  the  mer¬ 
chant  fees  no  occafion  for  a  war ;  commerce  being  but 
an  interchange  between  nations  of  fuch  commodities  as 
are  to  be  found  in  their  refpe&ive  countries,  mutual  in- 
terefl  will  enfure  lafting  peace,  and  a  ftriCt  performance 
of  treaties,  will  be  a  better  barrier  than  wooden  walls. 

•”  *  .  •  %  f 

Having  thus  far  premifed  how  the  members  of  the 
legiflature  might  more  profitably  fill  up  their  time,  than 
in  meditating  the  ruin  of  this  place,  which  from  its  ap¬ 
parent  opulence  and  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  encourage  all  kind  of  manufactories,  feems  to 
have  excited  much  envy ;  it  is  high  time  to  fay  fcmething 
on  the  nature  of  the  complaints  that  have  been  made,  and 
the  ground  work  for  petitioning  againfl  the  Slave  Trade. 

Many  learned  writers  have  proved  from  the  old  and 
new  tellaments,  that  the  traffic  for  flaves  was  not  only 
countenanced  by  the  Almighty,  but  that  he  laid  down 
rules  to  be  obferved  in  carrying  it  on.  Modern  cafuifts 
have  fhewn,  that  it  is  confident  with  the  laws  of  nature, 
of  humanity,  and  that  it  is  a  field  for  difleminating  of 
chriflianity.  The  do&ors  of  Sorbonne,  when  required 
by  the  court  of  France,  to  give  their  opinions  on  the 
fubjecl,  declared,  in  like  manner.  That  the  church  of 
Rome  approves  of  it,  is  demonftrated  by  a  convent  of 
monks  at  St.  Paul  de  Loango,  that  always  keeps  up  x 
flock  of  1300  flaves,  which  are  inflruCted  in  every  handi¬ 
craft-trade,  and  the  fale  of  thofe  chriftianifed  flaves  is» 
their  principal  fupport. 

Thefe  holy  fathers  have  converted  a  number  on  that 
coail  to  chriflianity,  and  have  caufed  many  elegant  places 
of  worfhip  to  be  built,  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
Some  years  ago  they  informed  the  Pope  that  they  had  no 
doubt,  in  a  fhort  time  to  make  the  chriflian  religion 
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fpread  throughout  Africa  :  at  prefent,  there Vas  only  one 
bar  to  its  being  univerfalty  embraced  by  the  blacks  ; 
their  being  reftricted  from  having  more  than  one  wife, 
which  obftacle  they  prayed  his  holinefs  to  remove  by  a 
bull  for  that  purpofe. 

Much  ftrefs  has  been  laid  on  the  violent  figns  of  grief 
and  horror  the  negroes  exprefs  when  they  are  leaving  their 
native  land,  and  that  they  frequently  plunge  into  the 
deep  to  efcape  from  fl avery  or  regain  the  fhore :  fuch  in- 
ftances  of  defertion  happen  frequently  from  our  men  of 
war  and  tranfports,  yet  we  fee  every  day  volunteers 
enough,  ready  to  embark,  but  no  one  inftance  has  been 
produced,  that  an  African  have  deferted  from  our  illands 
or  colonies,  to  return  to  his  own  country,  or,  after  he  had 
obtained  his  freedom,  had  wifhed  to  refide  there. 

Africans  being;  the  moft  Iafcivious  of  all  human  beings, 
may  it  not  be  imagined,  that  the  cries  they  fet  forth  at 
being  torn  from  their  wives,  proceeds  more  from  the  dread 
that  they  never  will  have  an  opportunity  of  indulging 
iheir  paffions  in  the  country  to  which  they  are  embarking. 
As  for  paternal  affection,  they  feel  no  more  compuncti¬ 
on  in  felling  their  children,*  than  the  white  parents  do, 
when  they  put  their  offspring  on  the  parifh,  or  leave  their 
infant  at  the  foundling  hofpital. 

If  fuch  foreign  woes  create  that  excels  of  companion, 
the  abolitioners  pretend  to  feel  for  the  black  race,  let 
them  view  an  embarkation  of  troops,  and  behold  the  tear, 
reluctant  Healing  down  the  ibldier’s  manly  cheek,  his  wife 
and  children  wringing  their  hands  on  fhore  and  fuffocating 
with  fpeechlefs  grief ;  fee  the  chained  culprits  (hipping 
for  a  climate  infinitely  worfe  than  their  own,  with  all  the 
horrors  of  ftarving  or  being  deftroyed  by  cannibals  and 
barbarians,  they  make  no  fuch  extreme  frantic  (hews  or 
grief,  yet  in  every  other  refpect,  they  have  a  deeper  fer 


of  their  wretched  fate,  than  a  black  can  poffibly  have  : 
but  if  they  were  loudly  to  bewail  it,  immediate  punifh- 
ment  would  be  inflicted,  and  no  humane  advocates  would 
be  found  to  alleviate  their  diftrefs* 

When  hearfay  reports  of  cruelties  committed  by  mailers 
of  Guineamen  have  been  mentioned  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  that  fuch  perfons  being  employed  again 
on  the  coafl,  fhewed  that  the  merchants  looked  upon  a 
a  barbarous  difpofition,  as  a  recommen  ation,  and  indif* 
penfible  qualification  for  a  man,  who  is  to  have  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  Have  fhip.  It  feems  neceffary  to  take  a  fhort 
retrofpebt  of  the  conduct  of  fome  of  the  king’s  officers, 
who  adled  as  governors  in  Africa,  in  order  to  fee,  if 
proofs  cannot  be  had,  that  fubflantiated  charges  of 
tyranny  and  oppreffion,  have  been  a  fufficient  caufe  to 
prevent  a  commandant  from  being  lent,  more  than  once 
to  rule  with  unlimited  fway,  over  the  Moors  and  Afri¬ 
cans  :  perhaps  we  fhall  find  a  lieutenant  governor,  who 
was  charged  with  more  crimes,  and  of  a  blacker  hue  than 
any  comprifed  in  that  partial  pamphlet,  which  has  with 
fo  much  indefatigable  induflry  been  circulated  through 
this  country,  to  excite  horror  in  the  multitude,  and  rife 
a  general  outcry  againfl  the  African  Have  trade  :  and 
that  the  mofl  flrenuous  now  for  the  abolition,  were  then 
in  power,  yet  the  cries  of  the  widowed,  the  fatherlefs, 
thofe  maimed  by  him,  the  plundered,  nor  the  com¬ 
plaints  from  infulted  departments,  and  from  minifters  of 
foreign  nations,  could  bring  him  before  a  tribunal  of 
military  j.uftice,  until  fome  of  thefe  moft  henious  crimes 
alledged  againfl  him  could  not  be  tried  by  a  court  maftial, 
the  time  being  expired,  in  which  they  were  cognizable, 
and  by  the  diibanding  of  the  navy  and  army,  the  evi¬ 
dences  were  fo  difperfed,  that  it  was  nearly  impoffible  to 
procure  them  in  due  time,  and  not  without  an  expence, 
beyond  the  ability  of  any  private  purfe,  for  government 
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would  not  advance  a  {hilling !  or  pay  the  expcnces,  after 

the  fentence  of  the  court  was  known. 

■*"  ^  » 

Notwithftanding  every  manoeuvre  to  fubdivide,  and 
mutilate  the  charges  againft  this  officer,  and  intimidate 
the  evidence  for  the  profecution,  he  was  found  guilty  of 
feveral  acts  of  tyranny  and  barbarity,  and  owed  his  life 
to  the  humanity  of  the  court,  in  perfuading  the  profecu- 
tors  not  to  proceed  to  conviction  on  an  article,  where 
they  faw  it  would  have  been  clearly  proved,  that  he  had 
treated  the  chiefs  and  principal  negroes  on  the  coaft  with 
the  greateft  cruelty,  thereby,  for  a  time,  preventing  the 
garrilbn,  and  the  traders,  from  the  privilege  of  watering. 
The  foldiers  thus  reduced  to  drink  brackifh  water,  were 
become  fickly,  and  his  Majefty’s  fortrefs  mud  have  fallen 
a  prey  to  the  firft  privateer,  or  frigate,  that  pleafed  to  at¬ 
tack  it.  If  found  guilty  on  this  charge,  the  court  had 
no  alternative,  as  the  fentence,  prefcribed  in  the  mu¬ 
tiny  ad  was — death. 

Pending  thofe  military  proceedings  an  adion  againft 
this  fame  delinquent  was  brought  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench  for  a  conf  derable  fum,  for  the  property  of  a  mer¬ 
chant,  in  whofe  abfence  he  had  converted  it  to  his  own 
trading  ufe.  The  learned  and  upright  Lord  Mansfield, 
in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  lignified  his  abhorrence  to  fuch 
condud  in  a  king’s  officer,  recommended,  if  they  found 
for  the  plaintiff,  that  they  might  not  be  fcrupulous  in  af- 
certaining  the  exad  quantum  and  value  of  the  articles, 
but  to  make  the  damages  operate  as  a  fine  which  would 
deter  future  governors  from  abufing  the  truft  repofed  in 
them  by  his  Majefty,  exerciling  it  tyrannically,  and  for 
feif-interefted  bafe  purpofes.  His  Lordfnip  was  very 
ievere  in  his  remarks  on  the  defendant’s  arbitrary  condud, 
he  complimented  the  gentlemen  who  appeared  on  the 
plaintiff *s  fi dc,  for  their  candid,  diftind,  and  ccnfcientious 
evidence,  and  reprobated  the  equivocating  teftimony 
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given  by  a  fubaltern  officer,  in  favour  of  the  defendant ; 
his  Lordfhip  added,  “  however  unwilling  this  evidence 
u  appeared  to  fpeak  the  truth,  I  have  brought  him  to 
“  confefs  one  fad,  which,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you 
“  will  give  its  proper  weight.”  The  jury  did  not  hefi- 
tate  to  find  damages  to  the  full  amount. 

So©n  after  this,  the  general  court  martial  clofed,  the 
fentence,  when  made  public,  was  to  this  purpofe,  the 
lieutenant  governor  was  found  culpable,  and  ordered  to 
be  reprimanded,  how  mild  and  polite  !  in  comparifon  with 
the  verdid  given  by  the  civil  law,  for  in  that  court  he 
was  not  only  feverely  reprimanded  by  the  judge  from 
the  bench,  but  decreed  to  make  good  or  refund,  all  the . 
property  he  had  purloined. 

His  ingratitude  to  his  lenient  judges  kept  pace  with  his 
every  other  tranfadion,  for  he  difclaimed  all  obligation, 
and  infinuated,  that  this  military  trial  coll  him  abpve 
two  thou  hand  pounds. 

His  exultation  was  not  of  long  date,  for  at  the  peace, 
the  garrifon  he  had  tyrannifed  over  in  Africa,  was  given 
up  to  the  French,  and  the  troops  Were  landed  near 
Portfmouth.  The  officers,  foldiers,  and  others,  about 
thirty,  each  lodged  examinations',  voluntarily,  before 
the  civil  magifhrates,  againft  this  fame  lieutenant  gover¬ 
nor,  for  crimes,  the  mod  trifling  of  which,  on  convidi- 
on,  was  capital.  But  the  wary  lieutenant  governor,  fore- 
feeing  confequences,  quitted  London  on  the  firft  intelli¬ 
gence  that  a  tranlport  was  arrived  from  Africa. 

Thofe  informations  were  tranfmitted  by  the  magii  - 
trates  exprefs,  to  the  fecretary  of  flat«e,  meflengers  were 
difpatched,  and  the  fugitive  was  apprehended  at  Bath, 
put  into  a  poll  chaife,  and  hurried  away  towards  Lon¬ 
don  ;  however,  he  efleded  his  efcape,  and  fled  to  the 
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-continent,  the  meffenger  was  punifhed  with  the  lots  of 
his  place,  grief  foon  put  a  period  to  his  days,  and  entail¬ 
ed  want  upon  his  family. 

A  proclamation  was  iffued,  minutely  defcribing  the 
atrocious  offender,  and  offering  200I.  reward  to  any  per- 
fon  who  fhould  lodge  his  body  in  any  of  his  Majefty’s 
prifons.  By  this  time  he  had  made  his  appearance  in 
France,  where  the  lieutenant  de  police ,  long  acquainted 
with  his  nefarious  cruel  condu6t,  both  to  the  fubjects  of 
his  own  fovereign,  and  towards  thofe  of  France,  who 
unfortunately  touched  at  places  where  he  commanded, 
iffued  a  placard,  ordered  to  be  diftributed  in  all  coffee- 
houfes,  and  places  of  public  refort,  for  the  purpofa  of 
preventing  any  gentleman  from  being  difhonored  by  be¬ 
ing  feen  fpeaking  with  a  perfon  proclaimed  for  fuch  vil- 
lanous  tranfadtions,  and  who  then  affumed  a  fictitious, 
name,  and  title  of  colonel. 

Was  humanity  in  theaurelia  date  and  only  now  to  be  ani¬ 
mated  by  the  Wilberforcean  heat  of  delufive  eloquence,  to 
flutter  about,  the  gaudy  butterfly  of  the  day  ?  no  pactole- 
anftream  flows  in  this  country,  and  the  chambers  of 
iudice  cannot  be  defiled,  Like  Danae’s  virtue, by  a  ihower. 
When  the  flooded  cheek  of  weeping  beauty,  for  a  mur¬ 
dered  hufband,  the  piercing  cries  of  the  fatherlefs, 
and  men  whofe  wives  the  tyrant  dragged  to  proditu- 
tion,  the  loud  demands  of  plundered  traders,  the 
complaints  of  infulted  foreign  nations,  and  of  every  de¬ 
partment  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  could  not  roufe  humanity 
from  its  torpid  date,  to  redrefs  fuch  wrongs,  what  con¬ 
firm  ction  mult  we  put  on  the  tendernefs  now  fhewed  to 
.fricans  ?  could  thofe  very  people  who  now  appear 
-nder  hearted,  hear  that  foldiers  were  hanged  without 
.  Srm  of  a  court  martial,  and  others  flogged  to  death 
ipes  ends,  put  into  the  unwilling  hands  of  negroes, 
aid  the  wounds  ot  fome  wretches  who  furvived  thofe 
nnents,  excite  no  commifferation,  perchance  thefe 
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being  whites,  did  not  poffefs  thofe  tender  fenfations  that" 
black  men  have ;  were  the  minifters  fo  callous  after  the 
American  war,  as  to  receive  no  impreffion  of  thefe  wrongs, 
or  were  their  memories  fo  treacherous  as  to  forget  the 
proclamation  ?  what  excufe  can  be  formed,  for  not  having 
made  a  requifition,  to  have  this  nefarious  officer  delivered 
up  to  the  juftice  of  Great  Britain  ?  this  mod:  certainly 
ivould  have  been  complied  with ;  for  he  was  abhored  by 
the  French,  though  the  garrifon  of  Senegal  was  fupplied 
by  him  with  provifions,  when  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs,  yet, 
his  behaviour  to  the  captain  of  a  French  frigate,  whom  he 
kept  a  clofe  prifoner,  would  have  cancelled  every  obliga¬ 
tion  ;  if  that  honourable  nation  could  even  have  forgiven 
any  officer  for  the  difioyaltyof  putting  his  men  on  fhort al¬ 
lowance,  to  furnifh  an  enemy  with  the  means  of  holding 
out  againft  a  meditated  attack. 

Never,  fure,  was  there  a  more  fit  object  to  be  made 
an  example  of,  than  this  man,  his  punifhment  would 
have  fhewed  that  no  rank  would  be  prote&ed  in  wanton 
cruelty. 

But  the  lower  clafs  of  adventurers  in  the  African  trade, 
feeing  that  miniftry  paid  no  attention  to  any  complajrits, 
thought  themfelves  at  liberty  to  adt  as  defpots  likewife, 
whenever  they  got  beyond  range  of  the  cannon  of  an 
Englifh  fort. 

—  *  *  V  i 

Juftice  was  differently  adminiftered  at  the  Havannah, 
whilft  in  our  hands,  for  it  was  found  neceflary  to.  ufe 
rigour,  murders  were  fo  frequent  amongft  the  Spaniards, 
the  attempt  of  poignarding  was  punifhed  with  death, 
which  in  a  fhort  time  had  the  defired  effedt.  But  a  ■' 
fortunate  circumftance,  fhewed  the  Spaniards  that  jeal* 
in  an  Englifh  breaft,  produced  no  lefs  fatal  effedt 

f.C  !'■ 

The  fexjeant  who  had  firft  mounted  the  Bifad 5  at  ' 
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Moro  Cattle,  for  which  brave  exploit  he  was  made  a 
quarter  mailer  of  horfe  ;  feeing  a  corporal  of  a  regiment 
he  had  ferved  in  as  private,  walking  with  a  woman  he 
had  then  been  connehled  with,  ran  him  through  the  bo- 
dy,  the  wounded  man  was  carried  to  the  hofpital  with¬ 
out  hopes  of  recovery,  and  the  quarter  mailer  was  offer¬ 
ed  means  to  efcape,  but  he  periifled,  even  after  the  cor¬ 
poral  was  dead,  to  appear  at  large,  until  he  was  taken  ; 
a  court  martial  fentenced  him  to  die.  The  whole  army, 
all  the  Spanifh  nobles,  clergy,  and  inhabitants,  petition¬ 
ed,  but  the  general  was  inexorable,  he.  fakl,  as  he  had 
been  deaf  in  favour  of  the  natives  on  fimiiar  occafionS,  he 
would  not  fuffer  the  honor  of  his  nation  be  fuliied  vth 
a  charge  of  partiality,  he  lamented  the  brave  man’s  fate 
more  than  any  man,  but  would  not  pardon  a  murderer. 
Such  Roman  fortitude  railed  in  each  Spaniard  the  high- 
eft  opinion  of  English  juflice,  and  kept  them  in  refpecl:- 
ful  awe.  Had  the  like  ileadinefs  been  ob ferved,  when 
an  officer  was  fentenced  to  die  for  fhooting  his  fort  ad¬ 
jutant  from  the  mouth  df  a  cannon,  on  the  baflion  of 
a  garrifon  in  Africa,  it  would  have  intimidated  every  ty¬ 
rant  on  that  coafl  from  giving  loofe  to  paffion,  and  tak¬ 
ing  fanguinary  revenge  into  their  own  hands. 


Every  Englishman  born,  imbibes  an  idea  from  his  ear- 
lied  education,  that  no  nation  on  earth,  is  equal  in  cou¬ 
rage,  ilrength,  and  qualifications  to  his  own  ;  each  failor 
and  ioldier  thinks  himfelf  a  match  for  three  foreigners ; 
in  fhort,  nothing  feems  good  but  the  product  of  Eng¬ 
land,  to  the  illiterate  :  and  they,  till  very  lately, ;  have 
looked  upon  people  of  a  different  complexion,  as  inferi¬ 
or  beings.  A  black  man  impreffed  a  degree  of  horror, 
and  not  many  years  nnce,  the  London  mob  treated  the 
unoffending  Laicars  with  great  inhumanity. 


v. 


Forty  years  ago  a  voyage  to  America  was  undertaken 
th  more  reluflance,  than  paffengers  feel  on  embarking 
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for  the  Ealt  Indies,  n$t  one  in  ten  were  expected  to  re¬ 
turn  from  Jamaica,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa  was  looked 
upon  as  fatal  as  a  forlorn  hope,  and  the  grave  of  Eng¬ 
lishmen. 

i  a  a*  i  - 


Thefe  opinions  may  account  for  the  depravity  of  cap¬ 
tains,  and  agents  in  the  Have  trade,  for  who  could  be  ex- 
pedled  to  embark  in  it,  but  men  of  defperate  fortunes, 
in  dread  of  nothing  but  poverty !  and  the  king’s  officers 
tlw  were  fent  to  command  on  the  coaft,  were  not 
prompted  by  emulative  glory,  or  the  chance  of  rank,  but 
by  the  hope  of  fuddenly  acquiring  riches.  A  fketch  of 
tranladlions  at  Senegambia  Since  it  fell  into  our  hands, 
will  prove  how  indifferent  government  was  to  what  paffed 
on  that  coaft. 


In  1759,  when  the  Englifh  took  Senegal  and  Gambia, 
they  were  not  properly  prepared  to  ftand  the  climate,  and 
aimoft  every  one  of  the  troops  that  were  fent  to  garrifon 
at  the  interiror  polls  died  ;  this  was  a  fufficient  caufe  of 
intimidation,  and  few  envied  the  governor,  or  fought  to  get 
his  command ;  however,  he  was  relieved,  on  feme  com¬ 
plaints  made  by  the  traders,  who  could  not  bear  any  bo¬ 
dy  to  get  emolument  but  themfelves.  His  fucceftor 
met  with  no  better  treatment,  and  the  command  de¬ 
volved  to  his  lieutenant,  who  ftiortly  after,  quarrelling 
wich  the  commandant  of  Fort  James,  in  the  river  Gam¬ 
bia  (about  dividing  the  plunder  of  an  American  veffel, 
which  he  had  feized  before  any  orders  for  fuch  purpofe 
had  reached  them)  brought  him  to  trial  before  the  chief  ^ 
juftice  and  council  of  the  province,  where  his  condudl 
was  condemned.  Thefe  tranfacftions  occafioned  a  new 
governor  to  be  fent  out,  who  ordered  the  difputants  to 
London.  They  had  a  rehearing  before  the  Lords  of 
trade,  which  was  near  terminating  in  favor  of  the  lieute¬ 
nant  governor.  But  his  antagonift,  who  always  boafted 
that  he  was  an  overmatch  for  any  Newgate  folickor,  had 
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contrived  to  get  two  of  the  evidenfces  that  were  the  moll: 
conclufive  againft  him  in  Senegal,  to  appear  at  the  board 
of  trade,  to  depofe  all  they  had  fworn  before  the  chief 
juflice  in  Africa,  and  all  the  depofitions  figned  by  them, 
and  then  produced  before  the  honourable  board,  were 
falfe,  which  they  were  impelled  to  do,  through  fear  ot 
the  lieutenant  governor’s  revengeful  temper.  Huma¬ 
nity  in  this  cafe  was  brought  to  preponderate  in  favour 
of  the  officer,  who  was  defcribed  to  be  labouring  under 
every  malady,  for  many  months,  in  a  fmall  room,  with¬ 
out  a  breath  of  refrelliing  air ;  when  the  real  fadt  was,  that 
he  had  as  much  fpace  to  walk  in,  as  any  man  at  perfect 
liberty  on  the  ifland,  and  ever}7  other  indulgence,  lave 
that  of  doing  military  duty.  However,  the  lieutenant 
governor  was  out-interefted,  and  in  confcquence,  dif- 
mifled.  What  is  remarkable,  the  unfortunate  party  was 
a  private  in  the  artillery,  the  other  in  the  horfe,  and  his 
chief  evidence,  who  fwore  on  both  Tides  the  quefiiou, 
was  a  trooper  in  the  fame  regiment,  and  comrade  to  the 
man  he  went  to  fuch  lengths  to  exculpate.  The  officer 
who  was  raifed  from  being  a  matrofs,  was  connected  with 
a  noble  family,  and  never  before  was  complained  of,  the 
other,  a  man  of  the  moft  obfcure  origin,  was  obliged  to 
fly  from  India  for  killing  an  officer ;  whilft  thefe  matters 
were  in  full  recollection,  and  friends  to  each  party  vilify-, 
ing  the  other,  an  account  was  received  that  the  governor 
of  Senegambia  died  of  a  putrid  fever. 

It  is  eafy  to  conclude  that  no  man  of  intereft  or  fortune 
would  folicit  to  govern  in  a  climate  reputed  to  be  fatal 
to  the  body,  and  where  Pandora  kept  her  court,  difperfing 
jealoufles  and  perjuries  abroad,  to  torment  the  mind,  and 
annihilate  reputation. 

The  fortunately  exculpated  captain,  through  intereft 
made  by  the  relatives  of  a  wife,  who,  it  is  faid,  his  mil- 
deeds  fent  to  heaven,  was  appointed  lieutenant  governor 
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of  Senegambia,  and  en^parked  for  that  place  on  board 
the  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes ;  but,  be¬ 
fore  his  arrival  on  the  coaft,  Senegal  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  at  the  following  moft  extraordinary 
crifis. — Two  officers  in  the  garrifon  contended  for  the 
command,  and  armed  parties  met  to  decide  the  fuccef- 
fion  with  fire  and  fword,  but  the  French  landed,  took 
the  command  from  them  both,  and  thus  ended  the  dif- 
pute,  tho*  not  before  forrie  lives  were  loft  in  the  civil  war. 
The  officer  who  commanded  at  this  period,  Fort  James, 
in  the  river  Gambia,  foon  as  he  heard  there  was  a  French' 
frigate  failing  up  the  river,  fent  a  flag  of  truce,  offering 
to  give  up  the  fort,  on  condition  of  being  allowed  the 
honours  of  war;  but  this  being  rejected,  he  furrendered 
at  difcretion,  in  defpke  of  intreaties  from  all  the  mafters 
of  veffels,  and  traders,  who  were  fufficient  in  number, 
and  were  determined  to  defend  the-  fort  to  the  laft  extre¬ 
mity  ;  which  could  eafily  be  done,  as  the  frigate  had  got 
faft  aground  within  point  blanks  of  the  batteries.  The 
French  captain,  after  receiving  the  commanding  officer’s 
fword,  returned  it  to  him,  faying,  “  Sir,  I  hope,  if  your 
fovereign  will  permit  you  to  wear  it,  you  will,  on  the 
next  occafion,  ufe  it  more  honourably.”  A  queftion 
may  naturally  arife  on  thefe  premifes,  were  thefe  officers 
called  to  public  account  for  their  condudt  after  their  ar¬ 
rival  in  England  ?  No !  they  all  held  their  refpe&ive 
ranks  in  the  army,  and  were  again  fent  to  Africa.  It  is 
faid  that  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  hearing  fuch  a  (hocking  re¬ 
port  of  the  intended  governor’s  conduct  on  the  Afri¬ 
can  coaft,  would  not  attempt  to  retake  Senegal,  to  put 
fuch  a  tyrant  in  poffeffion  of  any  garrifon.  Moreover,  he 
ordered  fome  drafts,  and  imprelled  men,  which  were 
intended  to  recruit  the  African  corps,  to  be  diftributed 
amongft  the  marine  on  board  his  Majefty’s  fhips,  and 
the  difappointed  lieutenant  governor  failed  in  his  private 
capacity  to  Barbadoes,  whence  Sir  Edward  Hughes  or¬ 
dered  him  a  paffage  for  England  in  a  king’s  fhip ;  but 
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the  captain  knowing  the  man,  refufed  to  receive  his 
baggage  on  board.  The  tranladtions  here  recited,  mud 
do  away  the  aftonifhrr^nt  which  arifes,  when  we  fee  a 
trader  or  a  broker,  prefume  to  afk  a  general  officer  to 
affift  him  with  the  king’s  troops  to  commit  a  flagrant  vio¬ 
lation  ofjuflke  and  a  breach  of  confidence ,  namely,  to  feize 
on  a  body  of  negroes  that  came  to  him  on  a  friendly  vi- 
(it,  and  fell  them  for  Haves.  It  was  natural  enough  for 
the  traders  to  feem  fur  prized  that  any  doubts  could  be  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  requefl ,  knowing  that  go¬ 
vernment  had  not  even  reprimanded  their  own  officers, 
who,  from  time  to  time,  had  repeatedly  committed  bar- 
rities  and  depredations,  not  only  upon  the  natives  of  that 
coaft,  but  upon  his  liege  fubjedls,  This  lenity  gives 
them  fandtion.  , 

Can  any  man  of  common  reafon  condemn  a  trade  on 
fuch  ex-parte  evidence,  as  produced  in  the  committee  ? 
had  the  general  officer,  and  the  captain  of  the  navy,  who 
rejedted  with  indignity  the  advice  of  a  broker  to  feize  a 
negro  boy,  been  examined  on  both  Tides  the  queftion, 
they  would  have  confirmed  all  that  has  been  here  laid 
refpedfing  t;he  infamous  behaviour  of  his  Majefty’s  for¬ 
mer  officer^  in  that  country  ?  they  could  alfo  have  told, 
that  they  were  evidences  attending  at  the  court  martial 
againfl  that  officer,  whofe  name  ftill  remains  on  the  lift 
of  half-pay  captains,  although  the  gazette  contains  a  pro¬ 
clamation  of  200I.  reward  to  bring  him  to  juftice;  moft 
of  the  evidence  produced  againfl;  the  Have  trade,  is  the 
hearfay  of  many,  who  never  travelled  three  miles  inland, 
and  who  could  fpeak  neither  French,  JollofF,  or  any  o- 
ther  dialed!  fpoken  on  the  coaft  ;  confequentiy  they  mnft 
be  the  dupes  of  every  idle  tale,  fuited  to  the  purpofes  of 
the  trader  or  the  negro  who  ferved  as  interpreter. 

It  is  aftonifhing  what  an  effedt  colour  has  upon  the 
philanthropy  of  the  prefent  day,  a  field  officer  feels  no 
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repugnance,  being  at  the  head  of  a  regiment  in  Africa, 
com-pofed  of  volunteers,  and  refpedlable  farmers  fons, 
>vho  depending  upon  the  confcienjious  honour  of  their 
officers,  pledged  at  the  time  of  their  recruiting,  that 
they  were  not  to  ferve  out  of  the  country  where  they 
were  enlifted,  except  in  cafe  of  an  invafion.  But  on  no 
account  to  be  lent  out  of  the  kingdom,  or  be  detained  in 
the  fervice  longer  than  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  his 
compaffion  was  fo  much  abforbed  by  the  villany  of  thofe 
traders  in  human  flefh ;  that  he  forgot  the  dying  groans 
tof  his  own  countrymen,  that  were  trepanned  into  that 
peftilentious  climate,  and  from  which  he  was  forced 
fpeedily  to  return  to  England  for  the  prefervation  of  his 
own  life  :  but  what  mult  have  been  his  furprize  when  he 
learned  that  the  governor  whom  Sir  Edward  Hughes  had 
treated  with  fuch  indignity,  had  failed  to  take  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  garrifon,  and  the  regiment  he  had  re¬ 
signed  :  nothing  could  be  more  poignant  than  the  feelings 
of  the  parents  who  had  heard  on  his  return,  that  their 
children  were  dead,  except,  what  the  relatives  of  thofe 
who  furvived  felt,  when  they  faw  fome  time  after,  all 
the  officers  arrive,  without  the  foldiers,  to  whom  they 
had  pledged  their  words  at  enlifting ;  and  heard  that  they 
were  incorporated  with  fellows,  who  enlifled  to  efcape  the 
lath  of  the  law,  in  the  African  corps !  what  kidnapping 
on  the  coafl,  can  exceed  the  cruelty  or  the  injuflice  of 
fuch  acts,  torn  from  their  wives  and  relatives ,  is  not  the  im- 
preffed  fail  or,  who,  perhaps,  is  juft  returned  from  a  voyage 
to  India,  and,  ere  he  fleeps  at  home,  is  hurried  on  board 
a  man  of  war,  without  an  opportunity  of  beholding  his 
beloved  family,  or  receiving  his  wages  due  to  him  for  his 
laborious  hazardous  fervice,  to  relieve  their  diftreftes  and 
fuppor^them  till  providence  might  once  more  return  him 
back  to  his  almoft  diffracted  wife,  more  to  be  pitied? 

A  new  raifed  regiment  enlifled  about  the  fame  time, 
under  promifes  like  to  the  former,  refuted  to  embark,  and 
v .  '  •  flood 
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flood  upon  the  defenfive,  until  the  king’s  pleafure  was 
known :  in  confequence  they  were  ordered  to  lay  down 
their  arms  and  be  difbanded.  The  officer  who  after¬ 
wards  fhot  his  name  fake  from  the  mouth  of  a  cannon, 
was  a  lieutenant  in  that  corps,  and  on  feeing  the  men’s 
arms  fecured,  he  rufhed  amongft  them,  and  with  his 
broad  fword,  veounded  many  of  the  foldiers,  and  fhewed 
a  diipofition  fuitable  to  the  African  fervice ;  however*  the 
grenadiers  of  this  regiment  gave  a  proof  of  their  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  their  fovereign ;  they  marched  to  Lon¬ 
don,  entered  St.  James’s  palace  yard  unarmed,  and  of¬ 
fered  to  enlift  in  his  Majefty  s  body  guards,  with  a  pro- 
vifo  of  not  being  fent  on  any  other  duty ;  they  were  about 
iixty  in  number,  and  not  a  man  under  fix  feet  high  :  the 
King  was  pleafed  with  the  offer,  ordered  them  money  and 
entertainment,  and  the  next  day  they  were  enlifted.  Shortly 
after,  fome  of  them  were  drafted  for  foreign  fervice,  but, 
on  a  proper  application,  they  w^ere  difcharged. 

Thofe  are  recent  inflances,  but  regiments  that  went 
out  with  the  late  Gen.  Braddock  to  America  were  moft- 
ly  compofed  of  men,  wffiofe  enliftment  was  for  three  years 
only.  Yet,  the  neceffity  of  the  fervice  would  not  permit 
them  to  be  difcharged  till  the  expiration  of  the  wrar,  and 
fome  of  them  remained  in  America  till  the  year  1766. 
May  not  the  neceffity  of  the  fervice  in  colonization,  be 
pleaded  in  time  of  peace  in  favour  of  recruiting,  or  im- 
preffing  in  Africa ;  as  for  depopulating  for  whole  colonies, 
in  time  of  war.  It  is  aiked  if  the  negroes  have  not  feel¬ 
ings  like  wdiite  men,  and  are  as  fenfible  of  pain  ;  this  is 
denied  by  the  befb  informed  wrriters  and  moft  learned 
anatomifls ;  they  fay  the  cutis  or  fcarf  Ikins,  is  formed 
of  fcales  infinitely  fmaller  than  in  white  men,  the  pores 
and  fudorific  veffels  in  proportion,  numerous,  which 
exude  moiflure,  and  keep  the  fkin  conftantly  in  a  flare  of 
pliability,  whilft  a  wrhite  man’s  fcales  having  a  larger  fur- 
face,  become^  parched  and  rife  in  bliffers,  when  expofed 
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to  die  fun,  befides,  the  veffels  and  fibres  that  convey 
fenfation,  are  of  a  groffer  texture  in  the  blacks,  they 
mind  not  in  travelling  through  their  thorny  woods,  if  a 
branch  fliould  flrike  one,  into  their  flefh  an  inch  deep ; 
without  'any  feeming  concern  they  will  cut  it  out, 
and  rub  the  wound  with  fand  by  way  of  fhyptic,  forne 
nations  fcore  their  children’s  flefli  with  a  knife,  from 
below  the  navel  to  the  lhoulder,  in  three  lines,  which  they 
think  neceflary  to  falvation,  others  cut  the  fkin  on  their 
forehead  and  cheeks.  The  wool  upon  their  heads  prote&s 
them  from  a  coup  de  foleily  frequent  and  fatal  to  Europeans, 
maim  have  died  fuddenly  of  a  ftroke  of  the  fun,  or  the  effect 
it  has  on  the  brain,  in  very  hot  weather,  butlhould  a  per- 
ion  recover,  a  paralytic  affe&ion  generally  remains. 

What  right  have  we  over  blacks  ?  What  right  have 
negroes  on  the  coaft  to  make  the  large  race  of  apes,  pound 
corn  and  draw  water  for  them,  whilftthey  look  upon  them 
as  a  fpecies  of  human  beings  ?  A  Gentoo  thinks  he 
has  no  right  to  take  the  life  from  any  animate  being  ;  his 
conftant  food  is  vegetables,  yet  this  man  will  go  to  war 
againfl  tliofe  of  his  own  religion  and  complexion  for 
Britifh  pay.  We  are  told  the  Almighty  created  the  beajls 
of  the  field ,  i^c.for  our  ufc ,  and  we  obey  his  injunction,  to 
kill  and  eat ;  if  we  have  faith  in  holy  writ',. we  muff  be  con¬ 
vinced  the  Almighty  has  ordained  one  part  of  mankind  to 
be  fervants  to  another.  The  race  of  Ham  was  condemn¬ 
ed  to  be  fervants,  to  fervants :  and  they  ere  fo  to  this  day, 
for  the  Egyptians  are  defeended  from  him,  and  they  will 
not  allow  them felvcs  to  be  governed  by  one  of  their  own 
nation,  the  Mamalukes  or  rulers  over  them,  are  purchafed 
{Lives  and  inftructed  in  the  policy,  and  modes  of  government 
for  that  purpofe.  The  race  of  Ifhmael,  was  denounced, 
to  have  their  arms  raifed  againft  all  their  neighbours,-  and 
all  nations  at  variance  with  them  :  yet  that  they  were 
never  to  be  conquered.  Thefe  are  the  wild  Arabs,  to 
this  day,  making  depredations  . upon  all  furrounding  na¬ 
tions,  and  flill  remain  an  independent  people.  Slavery 
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to  an  African  is  lefs  irkfome,  than  an  apprenticefhip  of 
feven  years  is  to  an  emigrant  from  thefe  kingdoms,  and  he 
is  treated  much  better  on  his  palfage ;  for  a  grown  negro 
will  bring  about  50I.  at  landing,  where  the  white  tradef- 
man  cannot  be  fold  for  20I.  befides,  when  the  property  is 
for  life,  the  mailer  is  more  careful  to  preferve  it,  in  full 
vigour  :  the  cries  of  negroes  when  quitting  their  native 
country  are  no  indications,  that  they  feel  more  than  white 
men  in  the  fame  Dtuation,  and  their  jumping  overboard, 
is  what  frequently  happens,  when  Tailors  imprelled  in¬ 
to  our  fervice,  fee  an  opportunity  to  regain  the  lhore,  arid 
enjoy  their  wives  or  lalfes.  ■•>  • 

The  fubjecls  of  an  abfolute  monarch  are  born  vaffals, 
their  properties,  lives  and  liberties  are  at  the  difcretion 
and  caprice  of  one  man.  The  mailer  of  Daves  may  in  a 
moment  become  one  himfelf :  when  the  commotions  firlt 
began  in  America  the  cry  was,  we  are  Daves  to  the  Eng- 
lifli,  the  negroes  took  the  alarm,  and  aflembled  on  many 
e  dates,  declaring  ■  “  If  mafia  whiteman  be  Dave,  negro  - 
man  free,”  and  would  not  work,  but  in  a  little  time,  the 
tumult  lubiided,  they  liflened  to  reafon,  and  cheerfully 
returned  to  their  duty  ;  this  iriflance  Diews  how  danger¬ 
ous  it  is  to  preach  up  liberty  to  people  who  knew  not 
how  to  make  ufe  of  it :  thefe  poor  creatures  could  only 
have  ufed  it  in  making  depredations  upon  the  inhabitants,, 
for  not  one  of  them  entertains  an  idea  of  returning  to  his 
own  country.  When  by  a  decree  in  Weflminfter  Hall, 
negroes  were  releafed  from  Davery,  the  moment  of  land¬ 
ing  on  Bntifti  ground,  the  gentlemen  were  obliged  to 
put  their  black  iervants  on  wages  ;  not  knowing  the  ufe 
of  money,  and  being  incontinently  fond  of  liquor,  they 
became  fo  infolent  and  licentious,  that  their  mailers  turn¬ 
ed  them  out  or  doors,  and  the  flreets  wer  e  infeiled  with 
black  mendicants.  At  length  they  were  reduced  to  im¬ 
plore  tiieir  former  owners  to  fend  them  back  to  the  plan¬ 
tations,  and  become  field  negroes,  but  not  one  of  them 
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ever  petitioned  to  get  a  paflage  to  his  native  country  ; 
which  clearly  proves,  that  they  thought  flavery  under 
white  people,  preferable  to  the  freedom  they  enjoyed 
under  their  own  monarchs  or  chieftains. 

Surely  the  fufferings  before  mentioned  fhould  work 
more  forcibly  on  our  fee'ings,  and  urge  us  to  a  fpeedy  re¬ 
moval  of  them,  than  the  cries  of  a  lazy  fluggift  negro, 
who  drives  his  wives  to  every  laborious  talk  for  his 
maintenance,  whilft  he  fmokes  his  pipe,  and  meditates  re¬ 
venge  againft  any  man  who  incautioully  might  only 
touch  his  women.  Certain  himfelf  of  death  or  flavery  if 
he  neglects  to  fall  proftrate,  when  any  of  his  king’s  wives 
are  palling  by. 

NegreiTes  are  by  conftitution.  lalcivious,  their  dances 
exprefs  it  by  indecent  gefticulations.  Many  of  thofe 
women  being  confined  to  the  cpnverfation  of  one  man 
only,  cannot  have  their  defires  fatisfied.  Therefore  ’it 
often  happens,  when  their  warm  willies  are  afloat,  that  on 
feeing  accidentaly  an  object,  and  a  favourable  opportunity, 
they  throw  off  all  reflraint,  and  if  he  will  not  gratify 
their  defires,  full  of  revenge  and  rage  at  the  disappoint¬ 
ment,  they  fly  to  their  hufband,  accufe  the  man  of  an  aN 
tempt,  and  flavery  is  his  flighted  punifhment ;  there  are 
no  actions  for  crim.  con.  in  that  country,  the  law  en¬ 
forced  by  Potiphar  againft  Jofeph  is  ftill  obferved. 

In  moft  parts  of  Africa,  cuftoms  nearly  like  the  Leve- 
tical  law  prevail.  The  morning  after  the  wedding  the 
parents  attend  at  the  bridal  houfe,  and  demand  proofs 
that  the  bride  was  a  virgin,  if  none  are  produced,  the 
woman  is  fent  back  to  her  own  family,  amidft  the  feoffs 
and  execrations  of  the  whole  town  or  village.  The  inter- 
courfe  of  the  fexes  being  thus  reftrained,  and  by  the  rich 
making  a  monopoly  of  any  number  of  women  that  their 
effaces  can  maintain,  *to  gratify  their  indolence  and  vanity, 
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rather  than  natural  defires;  no  wonder  the  lower  ranks 
fhould  often  fall  under  the  penalty  of  the  law.  In  order 
to  apply  fome  remedy  to  this,  there  are  women  at  certain 
diftances  from  the  villages,  who  are  obliged,  for  a  ftipu- 
lated  fare,  to  indulge  the  paffions  of  all  ages  and  defer ip- 
tions  ;  thole  proftitutes  are  not  looked  upon  as  difhonour- 
able,  but  have  fome  privileges  which  makes  them  feem 
of  confequence. 

'  Whefe  can  be  the  cruelty  of  buying  fuch  unfortunate 
wretches,  condemned  to  die  for-  indulging  a  paflion  im¬ 
planted  by  nature,  and  fometimes  too  flrong,  for  the  moil 
enlightened  chriftian  to  control,  were  thefe  Slaves  or  Af¬ 
rican  convicts  tranfported  by  us  to  Quebec,  it  might  be 
urged  the  change  of  climate  would  operate  upon  them 
more  cruelly  than  immediate  death,  but  fending  them  to 
our  iflands  is  an  act  of  mercy  and  benevolence,  as  to  the 
barbarities  they  experience  from  our  planters,  they  are 
mere  matters  of  hearfay,  for  if  they  realy  exiited,  it  would 
be  a  libelon  the  Weft  India  governors,  that  the  delinquents 
were  not  brought  to  condign  punishment. — “  A  lurgeon 
was  fent  for  to  cut  off  the  leg  of  a  negro, .that  ran  away  from 
his  matter,  and  on  his  refufal,  the  mafter  broke  the  limb 
with  a  bar  c-f  iron,  and  thefurgeon  immediately  performed 
the  amputation  !  Why  did  not  humanity  direct  him  to  a 
magiftrate  when  the  deed  was  done  ?  had  the  negro  died 
in  the  operation,  was  not  the  furgeon  aiding  and  abetting; 
therefore  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a  principal  in  murder  ? 
perhaps  he  knew  it  was  the  punifhment  in  fuch  cafes,  as 
the  negro  would  have  fuffered  in  his  own  country,  for 
there  you  may  fee  numbers  of  wretches,  with  hands  and 
legs  lopped  off  for  offences  to  their  mailers ;  and  others 
who  are  deprived  of  virility,  the  mofl  dreadful  of  all ! 

The  deplorable  Situation  of  a  naked  negrC  boy  is 
brought  forward,  who  fays  (in  order  to  obtain  aims)  drat 
Jus  mafter  treated  him  in  that  cruel  manner,  and  would 
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not  give  him  any  thing  to  eat,  becaufe  he  £ould  not  work, 
his  rnafter  perhaps  would  have  told  a  different  ftory .  Had 
the  creatures  whom  Mrs.  Brownrig  tortured  in  a  more 
cruel  manner,  excited  no  more  companion  and  refent- 
ment  in  the  city  of  London,  than  the  fufferings  of  this 
negro  boy  raifed  jn  the  bread  of  the  charitable  general, 
the  mercilefs  wretch  had  efcaped  the  fentence  of  the  law, 
and  long  indulged  her  infernal  paffion  for  inflicting  wanton 
cruelties  on  her  indented  fervants. 

We  have  recent  inftances  of  the  mod  unprovoked, 
unaccountable  barbarity  in  the  monfters  who  prowled 
shout  the  ftreets  of  the  metropolis,  cutting  and  disfigur¬ 
ing,  every  well  dreffed  and  beautiful  female  they  met ; 
the  Newgate  calender  and  the  news  papers,  exhibit  nu¬ 
merous  adts  of  cruelty  daily  committed,  notwithftanding 
the  vigilance  of  our  magiflrates ;  the  3 1  ft  of  laft  March  at 
Ipfwich  a  more  fhocking  fight  was  exhibited  when  Ben- 
ftead’s  body  was  gibbeting,  than  that  of  the  negro  boy 
before  mentioned.  <c  A  (tripling  who  had  lived  fervant  with 
“  him  was  held  up  to  public  view,  with  his  back  bare, 
“  and  (hockingly  lacerated  by  a  fevere  flogging,  he  re- 
<c  ceived  from  Benftead’s  fon,  it  had  afterwards  been 
“  rubbed  with  fait  and  pork  lard,  many  pieces  of  which 
“  were  picked  out  of  the  wounds.’* 

It  is  needlefs  to  contrail:  any  more  adts  of  cruelty  com¬ 
mitted  by  white  people  on  their  own  colour,  with  thofe 
committed  by  the  planters,  on  their  (laves.  It  may  as 
well  be  faid,  that  a  carter  will  maim  his  horfe,  that  cods 
him  fifty  pounds,  and  earns  for  Him  a  decent  living,  as 
to  think  that  many  inftances  are  to  be  found,  of’  mafters 
difabling  their  (laves.  It  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  cattle 
have  been  fometimes  treated  with  barbarity,  there  is  an 
act  of  parliament  which  inflidts  punifhmentin  fuch  cafes, 
and  there  are  acts  of  affembly  in  the  iflands  to  redrefs  all 
grievances  the  black  (laves  are  fubjedt  to  from  the  feverity 
of  their  owners.  The 
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The  edicts  publifhed  by  France  Soon  after  the  peace 
before  lafl,  regulating  the  flave  trade,  are  worthy  of 
adoption  by  all  nations.  On  the  arrival  of  a  veffel  from 
the  African  coail,  at  any  of  the  French  iflands,  a  report  is 
made  of  the  number,  defcription  and  flate  of  the  negroes 
on  board,  by  a  proper  officer,  attended  by  fome  of  the  faculty 
from  the  general  hofpital :  the  flaves  are  numbered  and 
claffed,  interpreters  examine  into  the  mode  they  have 
been  treated  on  the  paffage,  and  accordingly  the  captain 
or  fupercargo  receives  fo  much  per  head  premium,  they 
muft  be  reported  to  the  clergy  in  eight  days  after  their 
landing,  and  baptized,  the  prieft  ever  after  makes  it  a 
duty  to  vifit  them,  and  attempt  to  inflrudt  them  in  the 
religion  ;  the  flaves  that  are  in  good  health  are  brought 
to  open  market,  thofe  that  are  fickly  are  carried  into  the 
public  hofpitals,  or  lazarettos,  but  if  there  fhould  not  be 
room,  the  owner  mull  allow  fix-pence  a  day,  for  the 
maintenance  of  each,  until  there  is  a  vacancy. 

The  mailer  mufl  allow  each  Have  two  pounds  of  meat, 
(or  an  equivalent  infifh)  and  fix  pounds  of  bread  a  week, 
and  if  the  negro  fhould  plant  a  patch  of  ground  at  the 
times  he  has  recefs  from  wrork,  the  produce  of  his  in- 
duflry  is  for  his  foie  ufe,  and  the  mailer  mufl  flill  give 
him  the  full  allowance  of  provisions. 

The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  materials  for  clothing 
each  flave  annually,  is  laid  down  with  the  penalties  and 
punifhments  that  are  incurred,  by  mal-treating  of  flaves ; 
alfo  the  method  of  their  applying  for  redreis,  if  a  flave  is 
Superannuated,  fickly  or  rendered  incapable  of  lervice,  his 
mailer  mufl  allow  him  iix-pence  per  day,  until  he  a  n 
get  him  into  the  general  hofpital.  If  the  negroes  u 
an  eilate  are  fold  by  execution,  they  are  not  aiiowret  r. 
fell  the  man  and  wife  in  different  lots,  the  family  muff 
long  to  the  fame  plantation ;  thefe  and  many  other  fa 
provifions  are  made  by  that  politic  nation,  to  makr 


people  eafy  in  their  fituation  and  to  render  them  ufeful  to 

Until  the  Havannah  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifli, 
the  Spaniards  would  not  permit  female  Haves  to  be 
purchafed  on  the  ifland  of  Cuba. 

Father  Butler,  a  learned  ecclefiallic,  of  a  liberal  un¬ 
prejudiced  mind,  then  fuperior  of  the  Jefuit’s  college* 
purchafed  from  an  EngJifh  captain,  40  llaves  of  each 
iex,  and  lent  them  to  work  on  the  eftates  belonging  to  the 
order ;  this  incurred  the  cenfure  of  the  bigotted  Dons ; 
but  the  Hibernian-born,  juflified  himfelf  by  faying,  that 
he  did  it  to  obviate  any  exifting  excufe  the  negroes  could 
have,  for  the  abominations  daily  committed,  and  which 
he  hoped,  by  the  natural  intercourfe  of  the  fexes,  would 
be  removed. 

After  frying  thus  much  of  the  treatment  of  Hayes,  let 
us  advert  to  what  is  reprobated  in  the  method  of  obtain¬ 
ing  them,  and  then  we  fhall  be  able  to  judge  if  the  fame 
means  are  not  ufed  in  this  land  of  liberty,  to  export 
white  men’s  flefh  to  foreign  markets. 

It  is  fuggefted  by  the  enemies  to  the  trade,  that  there 
is  no  doubt  but  a  negro  chief  will  find  pretences  to  con- 
vidt  as  many  as  he  wants  for  fupplying  the  Have  market. 

Something  fimilar  is  remarked  by  the  author  of  a  tour 
through  the  Highlands  of  Scotland ;  he  names  the  feat 
of  a  certain  Laird,  who  when  he  expedts  a  fliip  to  fail 
with  emigrants  to  America,  has  always  informations, 
eady  to  be  put  in  force,  againft  offenders ;  he  then,  as 
.  magiftrate,  Hues  his  warrant,  and  has  them  brought 
d  prifcn,  alfo  feizes  upon  fuch  of  his  tenants,  as  are  in 
.rrears  of  rent ;  perfons  inftrudted  for  the  purpofe,  mix 
with  the  prifoners,  terrify  the  ignorant  with  the  Confe¬ 
rences 
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quences  of  a  profecution,  and  the  debtors  with  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  confinement ;  until  their  minds  are  difpofed  to 
think  flavery  in  the  fields,  preferable  to  ftarving  between 
four  walls.  Thus  wrought  upon,  they  petition  to  be 
fent  to  America ;  the  humane  magiilrate  withdraws  all 
profecution,  the  mailer  of  the  veifel  indents  the  poor 
deceived  wretches,  the  perquifites  of  office  are  funk  with 
the  juflice,  and  the  Laird  receives  his  rents  from  the  tno- 
nies  paid  for  purchaiing  the  liberty  of  his  tenants :  fuch  a 
traffic  might  have  been  winked  at  when  infurredlions 
were  dreaded  !  but  now  loyalty  and  affe£lion  to  their  fo- 
vereign,  are  rooted  like  the  oak,  in  that  country,  fuch 
mal-practice  fhould  be  inquired  into,  and  fuppreiTed. 

In  Ireland  where  imprifonment  for  a  debt  of  a  few 
(hillings,  can  only  terminate  with  the  life  of  an  infolvent, 
or  by  alms  from  a  charitable  public,  no  wonder  fo  many 
thoufands  every  year  fell  themfelves  to  American  planters, 
exclufive  of  thofe  who  are  fold  to  foreign  fervices.  It  is 
not  unufual,  when  a  tythe  proftor  feizes,  or  a  hearth- 
money  collector  deflrains,  for  fome  young -ones  of  the 
family  to  fell  themfelves,  to  releafe  their  aged  parents, 
and  fupport  the  helplefs  infants  ;  the  negroes  claim  a  right 
to  fell  their  debtor,  and  before  the  revolution  in  America 
there  was  fuch  a  law  in  one  of  the  fouthern  colonies. 

N.  •  . 

Prifoners  of  war,  time  out  of  mind,  have  been  con- 
fidered  as  ilaves  by  the  conquerors,  they  are  the  fame  to 
this  day,  amongil  thofe  we  call  barbarous  nations,  and 
who  are  the  champions  of  humanity  will  deny,  when 
we  take  a  place  by  ilorm,  that  the  affailants  who  firft  enter 
put  every  one  they  meet  within  the  walls  to  death,  without 
refpe<5l  to  age,  fex  or  profeffion.  The  Africans  generally 
put  all  their  captives  to  death,  if  they  cannot  immediately 
difpofe  of  them,  fometimes  beiides  their  third  for  blood 
they  are  actuated  by  neceffity,  for  they  rarely  have  more 
proviiions  *han  a  fcanty  allowance  for  their  own  num¬ 
bers,  •  Many 


Many  of  the  black  princes  inland,  have  the  domains 
of  their  palaces  inclofed  with  walls  made  of  fculls,  and 
bones  of  Slaughtered  foes :  when  an  African  fovereign  is 
interred,  according  to  his  dignity,  from  ioo  to  1000  be¬ 
longing  to  his  court,  are  buried  alive  in  the  fame  grave, 
under  an  idea,  that  the  king  cannot  get  fuch  faithful  fer- 
yants  in  the  other  world,  and  the  poor  wretches  are  per- 
fuaded,  that  they  fhall  rife  to  great  honours  for  their  fidelity 
and  attachment,  another  cuitom  little  lefs  inhuman,  is 
immolating  great  numbers  of  the  nation  on  the  tomb  of 
the  deceafed,  at  ftated  periods,  to  the  manes  of  the  de¬ 
parted  prince,  but  the  Slave  trade  has  in  fome  meafure  di- 
minifiied  thefe  inhuman  cuftoms,  by  affording  an  afylum 
to  thofe  devoted  wretches,  where  their  minds  may  be  en¬ 
lightened,  and  their  bodies  beyond  the  reach  of  barbarous 
fuperftition. 

“  But  the  have  trade  in  itfelf  may  be  defended  upon 
principles  of  humanity,  however  incongruous  it  may  feem 
to  thofe  violent  advocates  for  abolition  ;  if  an  obfervation 
of  the  celebrated  Abbe  Raynal ,  who  was  the  greateft  of  all 
enthufiafh  for  univerfal  liberty,  or  an  obvious  inference 
from  it,  be  deemed  worthy  of  attention.  This  author  re¬ 
marks,  that  in  all  favage  countries,  the  inhabitants  can¬ 
not  fubfift  in  proportion  to  their  increafe,  but  muftperifli, 
or  be  put  to  death.  And  in  afferting,  that  when  the  Af¬ 
rican  trade  firfl  began,  the  country  was  not  known  to  be 
in  a  more  extended  fhate  of  population  than  at  the  period 
of  his  writing  ;  the  conclufion  is  almoft  apparent  to  de- 
rnonflration :  that  facrifice  or  death,  beyond  the  natural 
courfe  of  mortality,  muff  have  been  the  lot,  of  fuch  as 
could  not  be  maintained.  For  which  a  humane  fubfti- 
tute  was  at  length  fourtd  ;  that  of  felling  the  unfortunate 
natives  of  Africa  for  fervants  to  the  white-men,  natives  of 
Europe  or  creoles.  This  mode  fliould  preclude  all  ideas 
of  the  barbarity  of  this  trade,  fo  vigoroufly  attacked  upon 
fallacious  but  well  intended  principles,  by  a  fet  of  nien 
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ignorant  of  the  origin  or  nature  of  it  themfelves,  who 
liften  only  to  ftich  reports  as  tend  to  ftrengthen  their 
antipathy  to  it,  regardlefs  of  the  degree  of  credibility  due 
to  the  teftimony  of  people,  deftitute  of  all  character  or 
reputation,  from  whom  many  of  the  ill-founded  af- 
fertions  delivered  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  England, 
are  derived. 

“  But  hear  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  indigenous  habits  of 
the  negro-country,  before  the  natives  quit  it,  and  let  any 
impartial  man  decide,' whether  purchahng  them  as  flaves 
for  life  in  the  Weft  Indies,  is  not  a  degree  of  the  moft 
laudable  comparative  humanity.  The  wars  which  were 
faid  to  be  caufed  by  the  have  trade  from  the  premifes 
and  concluhons  above  ftated,  were  known  to  exift  before 
it  was  ever  introduced,  and  confequently  caufed  by 
famine,  animofity,  or  ambition.  To  illuftrate  which,  let 
us  take  a  view  of  Calabar  and  Bonny,  two  of  the  greateft 
places  for  trade  upon  the  whole  coaft  of  Africa.  Thefe 
are  frequently  at  war  with  their  neighbours,  the  Creeks 
and  the  Andony-men,  and  when  they  take  pri foners,  they 
facrifice  them,  cut  them  up,  cook  them,  eat  them,  and 
drink  the  broth  that  is  made  of  them  in  public  boilers  ; 
nay  more,  they  even  drink  their  blood,  and  will  not  fell 

them  to  the  fhips  for  any  price. - At  Appolonio  fome 

years  back,  there  happened  a  horrid  ceremony,  which 
lufficiently  fhews  the  nature  of  their  cruel  cuftoms  and 
their  horrid  idolatrous  rites. 

“  The  capuchier,  or  lord  of  the  place  was  dead,  arid 
his  fucceffor,  as  in  duty  bound,  facrihced  to  him,  that  is, 
to  lend  him  a  fiipply  of  provifions,  wives,  fervants*  &;c.  to 
attend  upon  him  in  the  other  world.  A  great  pit  was 
made,  in  which  was  put  all  kinds  of  provifions,  vegetable, 
animal,  and  fluid  :  round  this  place  was  placed  one 
hundred,  or  a  certain  number  of  the  handfomeft  of  the 
people,  men,  women,  boys,  and  girls  :  at  the  fignal  given, 
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a  man  went  round  and  knocked  them  all  in  the  head,  fo 
that  they  fell  into  the  pit,  and  the  whole  were  covered 
with  earth,  and  left  there.  The  fhips  would  gladly  buy 
thefe  victims,  if  it  were  only  to  fave  their  lives,  but  no 

price  would  induce  the  capuchier  to  fell  them. - This 

fame  capuchier,  and  the  capuchiers  in  general,  will  often¬ 
times  in  their  cups,  and  for  mere  amufement,  fend  for 
one  or  more  of  the  very  bed  perfons,  or  fuch  as  they 
think  proper,  and  have  them  tormented  cruelly,  and  even 
put  to  death  ; '  and  when  walking  up  and  down  the  beach, 
attended  by  their  bravos  or  guards,  will,  when  the  caprice 
takes  them  for  diveriion  only,  and  to  Grew  their  dexterity, 
cut  off  the  heads  of  innocent  people  as  they  pafs  ;  and, 
with  daggers  or  other  pointed  inftruments  ftab  down  by 
the  collar-bone  into  the  bread,  and  endeavour  to  penetrate 
the  heart;  on  other  occafions  fot  crimes,  pleafu re,  or  even 
in  confequence  of  a  dream,  they  will  perpetrate  all  thefe 
cruelties,  and  cut  fome  up  in  pound  pieces  while  alive* 
They  ufed  a  Britiflr  foldier  in  the  above  manner  in  one  of 
the  late  infurredtions,  and  upon  the  windward  coad  they 
have  been  feen  putting  a  man  to  death  in  one  of  their 
idle  ceremonies,  by  binding  his  hands  and  feet,  and 
throwing  him  down  on  the  fcorching  fands ;  where  he 
lay  rolling  and  writhing  in  unfpeakable  torture,  for  many 
hours  before  he  expired  ;  or  fevering  the  head  from  the 
body,  by  nigling  cuts  the  executioner  would  give  him 
with  a  jagged  knife,  at  flow  intervals  of  time,  finging  and 
making  merry,  to  drown  his  cries  and  enjoy  the  fport. — 
Others  they  will  empale  alive,  by  paffing  a  flender  young 
tree  through  them ;  and  all  other  animals,  particularly 
fowls,  the  fame  way,  and  leave  them  to  die  upon  it :  nor 
will  they  fell  thefe  wretched  unhappy  victims  for  any 
money.”  > 

That  fome  people  are  endowed  'with  the  powers 
of  divination,  forcery,  and  witchcraft,  is  believed  to  this 
day  by  many  of  the  ignorant  in  all  countries.  About 
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half  a  century  ago,  a  perfon  was  tried  for  witchcraft  ifi 
America,  and  fuffered.  The  remote  Indians  in  that  coun- 

*  f 

try,  have  their  cunning  men,  which  the  French  call 
jongleurs ,  or  doctors,  who  pretend  to  foretel  events,  to 
cure  all  diforders,  and  will  make  a  feeming  of  (hooting  a 
man  through  the  body,  blood  iffues  from  the  wound 
and  from  the  mouth,  but  after  making  a  proceffion 
round  the  body,  with  incantations  to  the  Manitow,  or 
ruling  fpirit,  and  uling  fome  caballiftic  words,  the  man 
rifes  up,  as  well  as  ever.  The  fcene  of  the  witches  in 
Macbeth,  is  not  unlike  their  Pow-wowing,  or  conjuring. 
Each  doctor  has  a  pouch  made  of  the  fkin  of  fome  bird, 
or  animal,  containing  roots,  herbs,  and  dried  pieces  ©f 
animals  or  reptiles,  fome  of  each  they  throw  into  the  fire 
as  they  dance  round  it,  repeating  words  at  the  lame  time, 
and  they  fhew  to  the  wondering  fpedcators,  who  are  kept 
at  diitance,  figures  palling  through  the  fmoke,  fuited  to 
their  purpofe  of  impofing  on  the  credulous,  and  making 
them  believe  that  they  are  ghofls  or  familiar  fpirits,  wrho 
bring  intelligence  of  futurity. 

The  Africans  have  their  witches  and  wizards  too,  but 
they  are  not  fo  harmlefs,  for  they  fecretly  deflroy  and 
difable  by  poifonous  herbs,  thofe  they  are  at  enmity  with  \ 
they  alfo  pretend  to  cure  all  diforders,  and  vend  preven¬ 
tives  againft  all  future  accidents.*  Surely  the  tranf- 
porting  of  fuch  impoftors  from  a  land  which  is  fertile  in 
poifons,  to  cultivate  wholefome  vegetables  in  a  diftant 

C  2  country, 

*  Their  Marabouts,  or  prieffs,  fell  them  charms,  called  in  fome 
parts  gris,  gris,  thefe  are  certain  caballifti'caj  Arabic  words  lhtched 
in  fmall  poaches  of  hard  leather,  which  are  lewedupon  belts,  and 
bound  round  the  head,  and  every  part  of  the  body,  they  have  implicit 
faith  that  where  one  of  thefe  covers,  contagion,  fword  or  lliot 
ran  take  no  effect ;  nay,  they  purchafe  fome  to  favc  them  from 
drowning,  and  their  dwellings  from  hre  :  but  fhould  a  perfon  fo 
guarded,  prove  vulnerable,  the  pricff  has  always  fome  fubterfuge 
to  prove  the  wearer  and  not  the  gris,  gris,  was  in  fault. 
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country,  is  an  aft  of  wifdom,  and  cannot  be  deemed  1 
pretext  to  glut  avarice.  Was  fuck  a  law  enforced  in 
thefe  kingdoms,  we  fhould  not  fee  our  daily  prints  dif- 
graced  by  details  of  patients  cured  by  quack  medicines, 
and  every  wall  papered  with  potices,  where  (felf-ftiled) 
doctors  may  be  applied  to  for  curing  a  diforder,  which 
the  very  name  offends  the  eye  of  modefty  ;  nay,  fome 
there  are,  who  make  a  profit  by  keeping  perfons  to  com¬ 
municate  the  bane,  in  the  very  place  the  antidote  is  \rold. 
Sacred  hiftory  records  parents  felling  one  part  of  their 
offspring,  to  procure  food  for  the  other.  In  Africa  fa¬ 
mine  is  more  frequent  than  in  any  other  country,  the 
lazy  libidinous  inhabitants  only  cultivating  a  neceffary 
quantity  for  prefent  ufe ;  their  crops  befides,  being  liable 
to  blafls,  fmut,  &c.  like  the  corn  in  this  country,  depend 
upon  a  regular  fealonable  overflow  of  the  rivers.  If  the 
waters  remain  too  long  on  the  grounds,  the  feed  rots, 
and  if  they  do  not  rife  high  enough  to  cover  all  the  land 
they  fow,  the  vegetation  is  deftroyed  by  the  extreme 
heats  ;  in  the  firft  cafe,  fuch  quantities  of  filth  and  nox¬ 
ious  weeds  are  deposited  on  the  land  by  the  floods,  that 
peffilentious  diforders  are  frequently  the  confequence  of 
vapours  exhaled  by  the  fun’s  rays  ;  the  whole  face  of  a 
'  country  is  laid  bare  at  times  by  fwarms  of  locufts,  de- 
ftroying  every  verdant  leaf  and  plant,  or  herbage,  and 
thofe  minute  infefts,  the  white  ants,  are  no  lefs  deftruc- 
tive,  for  they  appear  as  a  ftream,  for  miles  in  breadth, 
proceeding  in  a  (trait  direftion,  devouring  and  poifoning 
every  thing  that  they  meet  in  their  courfe,  the  villagers 
drive  away  their  cattle,  and  quit  their  habitations,  to  a- 
void  being  overwhelmed  in  the  calamity  ;  what  muft 
♦  thofe  poor  diflrefled  people  do  for  fubfiftence  on  return 
to  their  plantations,  neither  foliage  or  herbage  is  to  be 
found,  the  corn  in  the  granaries  devoured,  and  famine 
flaring  them  in  the  face?  they  know  that  the  fea  coaft:  is 
not  fo  liable  to  fimilar  misfortunes,  and  that  they  can. 
venture  to  make  a  hoard  for  traffic  with  foreigners,  but  how 
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to  get  there  is  >ihe  difficulty.  Why,  they  purfue  the 
fame  method  as  God’s  favoured  people  did,  fell  them- 
felves  to  fome  neighbouring  nation  or  tribe  that  has  ef- 
caped  thofe  plagues  to  avoid  _  the  more  dreadful  alter¬ 
native  of  darving.  Having  thus  voluntarily  become  flaves, 
they  are  tranfmitted  from  town  to  town,  until  they  are 
bought  by  fome  foreign  power  on  the  coafl,  but  if  re¬ 
jected,  they  are  chained  to  labour,  and  if  a  fcarcity  of 
provifions  fhould  become  general,  the  lead  valuable  of 
the  Haves  are  put  to  death  firft.  Is  it  not  humanity  to 
buy  fuch  people  ?  this  clafs  of  Haves  ranks  with  our  peo¬ 
ple,  who,  in  order  to  obtain  fudenance,  fell  their  liber- 
berties  for  a  limited  time,  or  enlid  for  life,  we  hear  of 
no  complaints  made  by  the  Haves  when  they  are  at  fale  in 
the  market,  but  when  they  are  on  board  they  bewail  and 
make  bitter  lamentations  at  parting  from  their  wives,  &c. 
the  fame  happens  even  when  troops  are  embarking  volun- 
luntarily  for  an  expedition,  but  in  a  more  comparative 
degree,  when  convi&s  are  conveying  in  lighters  to  be 
dripped ;  but  was  any  thing  in  the  whole  examination 
produced,  exceeding  the  cruelty  of  the  itiader  of  a  fliip 
landing  his  convicts  on  a  Portuguefe  ifland  and  leaving 
them  without  any  provifions,  the  poor  wretches,  compel¬ 
led  by  hunger,  committed,  it  is  faid,  fome  depredations 
on  the  inhabitants’,  crops,  which  being  reported  to  the 
governor,  he,  without  further  inquiry,  lent  a  party  of 
troops,  which  continued  firing  upon  them  till  they  were 
exterminated.  Another  indance — a  fiiip  going  from  a 
neighbouring  kingdom  with  conviCls,  was,  by  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  magidrate  detained  and  examined ;  the 
chief  part  of  the  provifions  confided  of  rotten  herrings 
which  had  been  condemned  on  Hiore  as  unfaleable,  and 
-all  the  water  on  board  was  brackidi,  except  two  pun¬ 
cheons.  Where  is  the  didinction  between  perpetual  Ha- 
very  and  tranfportation  to  Botany  Bay  ?  for  the  culprit 
has  no  means  of  returning  when  his  fentence  expires. 
What  right,  fay  the  abolitioners,  has  any  Englifliman  to 
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buy  a  negro,  though  he  fhould  be  a  have  or  a  convifl 
in  a  province  of  Africa. 

What  right  has  an  Englifli  colony  to  fet  down  at 
Botany  Bay,  and  cultivate  grounds  they  never  purchafed. 
If  one  of  the  lords  of  the  foil  fhould  be  tempted  to  kill 
a  fneep,  or  pull  fome  fruit  he  lees  growing  on  his  own 
ground,  what  law  moral  or  divine,  gives  the  right  to  fire 
upon  the  innocent  native  ?  if  cattle  trefpafs  in  England, 
they  are  impounded.  If  a  man  ploughs  up  or  fences  in 
ground  to  which  he  cannot  prove  a  legal  title,  is  he  not 
feverely  punifhed  by  the  law  ?  how  did  the  Europeans 
obtain  their  colonies  ?  by  prior  right  of  difcovery,  or  by 
conqueft,  they  firfl  begged  leave  of  the  inhabitans  to  refrefh 
themfeives  in  their  country,  they  were  treated  witii  hol- 
pitality,  they  extended  their  limits*  and  .were  reinforced 
from  Europe,  the  innocent  natives  were  awed  or  cajoled 
’to  make  conceffions  of  lands  for  trifling  confiderations : 
the  colonifls  became  powerful,  dille  urinated  vices  which 
deftroyed  many  of  the  aborigines,  the  eftablifhed  laws 
called  the  natives  fubjects,  which  in  their  language,  is 
denned  by  flave,  and  ever  fince  have  affumed  a  power 
to  make  the  government  of  them  over,  to  any  other 
power,  without  alking  their  confent,  by  treaties  for  nati¬ 
onal  advantage.  Is  not  this,  viewed  in  the  microfcope  of 
humanity,  enflaving  lands,  tenements  and  inhabitants, 
and  felling;  them  wholefale,  whereas  the  African  trade  is 
but  a  retail  bufinefs.  •  s 

Lord  North  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the 
riches  of  all  countries  except  Ireland,  fhould  beeftimated 
by  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  an  Englifli  foldier’s  life 
was  then  valued  much  above  30I.  for  that  fum  was  paid 
to  the  Prince  of  Hefle,  exclufive  of  the  fubfidy,  for  each 
man  that  was  not  returned  to  him  after  ferving 
againfl  the  Americans  ;  are  the  kingdoms  now  over  peo¬ 
pled,  that  we  muff  abolifh  the  Have  trade,  to  fecure  bread 
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in  the  plantations  for  our  emigrants  ?  the  negroes  loolc 
upon  a  woman  as  a  whore  that  has  twins,  and  either 
banifhes  or  puts  her  to  death :  Dean  Swift  advifed  the  Irifli 
to  eat  their  children,  it  may  be  neceffary,  in  a  fhort  time 
after  the  abolition  bill  takes  place,  to  amend  it  with  a 
cfaufe  to  the  above  purpofes,  for  that  would  check  po¬ 
pulation,  and  prevent  the  foundling  hofpitals  and  other 
charitable  inftitutions  from  being  over  flocked,  the  fame 
noble  Lord  faid  that  the  poverty  of  Ireland  was  chiefly 
owing  to  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  inhabitants  :  formerly 
bar'rennefs  was  a  curfe,  and  to  this  day  a  woman  would 
pardon  any  reviling  epithet  fooner  than  being  called 
barren :  as  new  fafhions  and  dodtrines  are  daily  broach¬ 
ing,  we  may  fhortly  expect  to  hear  one  man  compliment 
another  with,  I  hope  your  wife  is  barren. 

Suppofe  the  mufler  roll  of  this  army  raifed  to  enforce 
abolition,  was  called  over,  and  every  man’s  name  flruck 
out  that  could  not  read,  and  of  all  thole  who  had  been  under 
legal  authority,  the  inflruments  to  inflict  flavery  of  fome 
kind,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature,  on  the  body  or  mind 
of  his  fellow  lubjects,  can  thofe  who  voted  for  the  marri¬ 
age  adt,  for  an  adt  to  imprefs  men  for  his  Majefty’s  land 
Tervice,  and  thofe  who  fandtion  the  tyrant  cullom  of  im- 
greffmg  of  feamen,  or  thofe  who  view  with  indifference  the 
whole  property  of  a  man  fold  to  pay  his  debts,  and  his 
body  fent  to  perpetual  imprifonment  if  his  effects  were  in- 
lufficieni  ?  can  any' one  of  thofe  people  deckre  in  forum 
'confcientia  that  he  has  not  been  an  abettor  of  flavery,  and 
legalized  flavery  in  his  own  country. 

View  the  parifh  officers  dragging  an  emaciated  wretch, 
who,  with  an  eye  of  gratitude  was  thanking  heaven  that 
he  was  able  to  crawl  from  the  hofpital,  which  they,  in 
wonted  humanity,  conceived  was  tofupplicate  and  attract: 
alms  from  the  charitable.  They  threw  him  into  a  watch- 
houfe,  next  day  he  was  conveyed  to  prifon,  to  wait  an  op¬ 
portunity 
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portunity  of  being  .tranfmitted  to  his  parifh  after  fome 
days  the  gaoler  has  no  account  of  fuch  a  man,  however, 
after  a  diligent  fearch  his  breathlefs  body  is  found  on  its 
parent  clay,  in  a  vacant  unfrequented  part  of  the  jail, 
where  the  wretched  pauper  was  locked  up,  and  in  his 
pocket  a  certificate  from  his  late  mafter,  of  his  abilities, 
and  of  his  faithful  and  diligent  exertion  during  feventeen 
years  he  had  been  in  his  fervice  ;  on  inveftigation  it  was 
found  that  this  man  was,  the  day  he  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  mercilefs,  difeharged  from  an  hofpital,  and  was 
making  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the  houfe  of  a  perfon  who 
had  orders  to  fend  him  back  to  his  former  mafter. 

Caft  your  eye  on  a  ftrumpet  fwearing  the  leaft  fa¬ 
voured  of  her  viiitors  to  be  the  caufe  of  her  pregnancy,  in 
vain  he  difclaims  any  connexion  with  her,  and  proves  flic 
is  a  common  wanton  ;  to  prifon  he  is  hurried,  which  he 
prefers  to  being  wedded  to  infamy ;  but  the  horrors  of 
the  place  makes  him  relent,  and  he  agrees  to  relieve  the 
parilh  of  the  burden  by  marrying,  in  the  mean  time  the 
woman  has  made  her  efcape,  however,  the  humane 
church  wardens,  having  another  in  the  like  fituation, 
who  was  not  fo  hardy  as  to  fwear  to  any  man,  for  fhe 
was  too  horrible  for  any  feeing  mortal  to  be  connected 
with,  -and  the  prifoner  obtained  his  enlargement  by  be¬ 
ing  bound  for  life  in  holy  matrimony  to  a  wretch  he  fear¬ 
ed  to  look  upon.  Behold  thofe  collectors  and  diftribut- 
ers  of  charity  on  their  weekly  vifit  to  an  alms  houfe, 
where  the  fteward  furni flies  each  with  marrow  toaft,  and 
a  pint  of  Madeira,  and  on  their  public  day,  they  feaft  up¬ 
on  turtle  and  venifon,  and  all  the  delicacies  of  thefeafon, 
qualified  with  unlimited  potations  of  the  moft  expenfive 
Liquors.  Reform  thefe  abufes,  you’ll  leflen  the  black 
catalogue  of  crimes  ;  the  eyes  of  the  nation  at  large,  are 
pretty  well  opened  by  fome  caufes  brought  before  the 
courts  lately,  and  they  fee  kidnapping  for  the  Eaft  India 
fervice*  a  greater  difgrace  to  civil  government,  more 
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dreadful,  and  repugnant  to  the  idea  of  Englifh  liberty 
and  humanity,  than  any  trade  on  the  coafts  of  Africa.  . 

Another  traffic  in  human  flefh,  is  publicly  carried  on 
in  thefe  kingdoms,  nearly  atrocious  with  the  former,  that 
is,  indenting  fervants,  which  they  fell  in  the  American 
markets.  They  ufe  the  fame  methods  of  trepanning  the 
men,  as  the  Eaft  India  recruiting  parties,  the  women 
are  moflly  procured  by  gin-felling  publicans,  or  brothel 
keepers,  they  decoy  them  into  debt,  get  a  warrant  from 
the  court  of  confcience,  and  leave  them  to  chufe  a  jail,  or 
an  indenture.  ...  .< 

Juft  before  the  troubles  in  America,  a  veffel  was  feen 
afhore  on  the  fhoals,  off  the  ifland  of  New  England,  off 
Nantucket,  when  the  boats  from  the  land  arrived  to  her 
affiftance,  they  found  fhe  had  no  merchandize  on  board 
except  a  vaft  number  of  women,  the  moft  part  of  them 
reduced  to  ikin  and  bone  by  hunger  and  fatigue,  for  the 
mafter  failed  from  Ireland  with  only  two  men  and  three 
boys  to  navigate  ;  the  fhip  being  very  leaky,  he  forced  the 
women  to  work  at  the  pumps,  haul  in  the  braces,  &c.  fome 
he  compelled  to  go  aloft,  none  were  exempt  from  their 
watch  upon  deck,  but  thofe  wrho  yielded  to  the  captain’s 
delires,  many  pretty  laftes  that  rejedted  being  of  his  ha- 
ram,  were  kept  to  the  hardeft  work,  and  felt  the  fevereft 
difcipline  ;  this  report  being  made  to  the  magiftrates,  the 
captain  was  brought  up  a  prifoner,  tried,  and  fentenced 
to  make  a  recompence  to  the  women  he  mal -treated,  by 
forcing  them  to  work,  and  giving  them  but  half  allow¬ 
ance  of  proviiion,  but  thofe  whom  he  had  ufed  as  con¬ 
cubines  were  releafed  from  their  indentures.  Many  o- 
ther  inftances  of  barbarity  in  the  mafters  in  this  white 
have  trade,  may  be  produced,  but  if  the  general  opinion 
be  taken,  that  prevails  in  all  the  fea  ports  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  concerning  iniquitous  methods  made  ufe  of  to 
obtain  fervants,  to  fhip  themlelves  for  the  colonies.  Kid- 
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napping  would  be  looked  upon  with  more  abhorrence 
than  the  African  have  trade. 

Will  not  foreigners  think  there  is  no  liability  in  an 
Englifh  aCt  of  parliament,  when  they  fee  that  one  paffed 
lafl  year,  with  very  wife  regulations,  for  the  have  trade, 
which,  from  their  operation,  have  proved  effectual  in  re¬ 
medying  the  principal  objections  againft  that  trade, 
which  is  to  be  annulled  by  an  aCt  for  a  total  abolition. 
What  man  upbn  faith  of  parliament  will  build  a  fhip 
on  prefcribed  dimenhons,  and  fitted  only  for  the  par¬ 
ticular  commerce  of  one  coaft,  when,  by  fome  fenato- 
riai  caprice  he  may  be  prevented  from  fending  her  out,  a 
fecond  voyage  to  the  fame  place  ?  It  may  be  faid  go¬ 
vernment  will  indemnify  the  merchants  for  their  Ioffes, 
how  is  the  money  to  be  raifed  to  fatisfy  the  claims  that 
planters  will  have  ?  We  have  not  got  rid  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  burthens,  yet  mufl  we  be  faddled  with  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  African  Ioffes.  The  whole  world  admits  the 
tranfcendent  abilities  of  our  premier,  his  very  opponents 
revere  them,  is  it  then  confident,  that  in  the  very  fame 
feffions  of  parliament  he  who  would  take  off  taxes  which 
bore  heavy  on  the  poor,  and  made  a  fund  for  a  gradual 
liquidation  of  the  national  debt,  he  would  carry  into  execu¬ 
tion  a  meafure  that  would  involve  the  nation  in  an  ex¬ 
pence  equal  to  a  war ;  he  knows  the  Weft  India  produce 
is  bartered  for  Englifh  manufactures,  a  part  finds  a  mar¬ 
ket  in  the  Spanifh  fettlcments,  and  the  returns  made  in 
gold  and  dollars,  are  moftly  fpent  by  planters  who  refide 
in  this  kingdom.  The  minifter  has  too  much  integrity, 
if  the  flave  trade  affeCted  one  individual,  to  fupprefs 
it,  without  making  him  an  equivalent  compenfation,  but 
when  we  confider  the  buildings  and  the  manufactories 
ereCted,  the  new  docks,  and  fhipping  conftruCting,  with 
thofe  entirely  devoted  to  the  African  trade,  if  an  abolition 
fhould  take  place,  what  will  recompence  the  poor  thereby 
put  out  of  employ  ?  where  can  thofe  petitioning  towns 
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find  a  market  for  tiieir  cotton  manufadures  ?  will  they 
cheerfully  fubmit  to  pay  their  quota  of  a  tax  to  refund 
thofe  people  who  mud  be  fufferers,  if  an  abolition  of  the 
Have  trade  takes  place  ?  efpecially,  when  they  find  the 
confumption  to  diminifh  in  fuch  a  degree,  as  their  goods 
wont  bear  to  be  raifed  in  price,  and  the  workmen  flock¬ 
ing-  for  bread  to  rival  nations,  will  enable  them  to 
underfell  us.  Let  us  advert  to  the  lofs  a  lingle  individu¬ 
al  mud  fudain  in  cafe  an  abolition  takes  place,  which 
cannot  be  a  lefs  fum  than  the  indemnity  dipulated  at  the 
peace  with  Spain,  when  the  dilTolution  of  the  auiento 
company  was  one  of  the  articles  :  nay,  it  fhould  be  more, 

if  the  terms  of  Mr.  D - ’s  prefent  contrad  with  the 

Spaniards,  enfures  him  the  fame  privileges  in  trucking 
the  manufadures  of  this  kingdom,  in  Mexico  and  Peru, 
for  the  gold  and  other  produds  of  thefe  countries,  for, 
by  the  adiento  treaty,  the  company  were  allowed  but  two 
regider  fhips,  and  Mr.  D - employs  twenty-one. 

What  an  exalted  opinion  mud  foreign  nations  have  of 
the  maritime  drensth  and  commercial  wealth  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  when  a  merchant  has  fuch  a  fleet  at  fea,  the 
lead,  probably  carrying  fixteen  guns,  and  in  cafe,  of  war 
fit  to  be  employed  as,  a  letter-of-marque  or  privateer. 

Taxes  are  not  felt  by  landed  people, ^or  perfons  in  trade 
or  manufadurers.  If  the  farmer’s  rent  is  raifed,  he  fells 
his  grain  the  dearer,  the  grazier  fells  his  cattle  at  a  higher 
price  :  yet  the  poor  labourer  that  cannot  raife  his  wages 
and  mud  eat,  pays  all  thefe  accumulated,  with  the  baker 
and  butcher’s  profit ;  exclufive  of  the  taxes  each  indi¬ 
vidual  pays,  all  which  he  proportionably  fixes  on  the 
goods  he  has  for  file.  Thus  the  fatherleis  children,  the 
widow  and  the  dranger  that  is  within  the  land,  pays  not 
only  the  whole  of  their  own  taxes,  but  a  proportion  of 
thole  laid  upon  the  perfon  they  deal  with.  The  widow 
maintaining  her  children  on  the  intered  of  money,  cannot, 
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when  the  markets  are  high,  raife  her  income,  but  ihe  is 
liable  to  have  it  lowered  by  an  ad  of  parliament.  The 
traveller  pays  every  tax,  for  day  light  and  candle  light, 
for  liberty  to  ride  on  the  high  road  from  town  to  town,  to 
fpend  his  money,  and  inftead  of  receiving  a  premium  for 
benefiting  this  country,  he  pays  a  ftamp  duty  in  proporti¬ 
on  to  the  money  he  draws  into  it  from  a  foreign  bank, 
to  fupply  his  expences.  The  foot  foldier,  who  mu  ft  go 
abroad  to  fight  for  an  extenfion,  or  the  protedion  of  com¬ 
merce,  and  when  at  home  mu  ft  venture  his  life  againft 
his  fellow  citizens,  in  cafes  of  riot,  has  not  as  much  to 
fubfift  upon  for  a  week,  as  by  ad  of  parliament  is  fixed 
for  the  day  wages  of  a  journeyman  tailor,  which  equals 
an  enfigns  pay.  Blufh  ye  advocates  for  humanity,  when 
you  hear,  that  inftead  of  railing  the  pay  of  the  army 
adequate  to  the  dearnefs  of  the  neceftaries  of  life,  almoft 
every  campaign  finc£  the  year  1 755,  the  officers  have  been 
deprived  of  fome  little  douceur,  that  was  allowed  to  them 
on  fervice,  and  that  the  fhameful  diftribution  of  prize- 
money,  never  difturbed  the  feelings  of  the  great. 

Some  people  in  the  frenzy  for  abolition,  have  rejedcd 
to  ufe  lugar,  becaufe  fanatics  declare  there  is  a  certain 
quantity  of  African’s  flefh  confumed  by  the  fatigue  in 
cultivating  canes  fufficient  to  make  a  hogfhead  of  that  ar¬ 
ticle,  yet  thefe  puritans  will  drink  chocolate,  coffee,  and 
rum,  ufe  tobacco,  eat  rice,  wear  cottons,  ivory  trinkets, 
pearls,  and  oftrich  feathers,  all  which  have  been  produced 
by  the  fweat  of  the  negro’s  toil  ;  they  wili  wear  India  goods 
and  diamonds,  drink  tea,  arrack,  and  cape  wine,  for  all 
which  they  are  indebted  to  the  Have  trade  :  the  gold  we 
get  from  Africa,  and  what  we  draw  from  our  trade  with 
the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  alfo  dollars  in  return  for 
negroes  purcliafed  with  our  manufactures,  are  fent  to 
China  and  exchanged  for  tea  and  India  goods,  let  the 
champions  for  abolition  calculate  how  many  drops  of 
blood  are  in  every  difh  of  tea,  how  many  myriads  of  in- 
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duftrious  bees  have  been  deftroyed  by  the  lazy  African 
Haves,  to  come  at  the  wax,  which  they  burn  at  their  card 
tables  ?  how  many  acres  are  manured  with  the  bodies  of 
Europeans  that  have  fallen  in  contending  for  extent  of 
dominion,  in  a  country  to  which  we  have  no  natural 
right,  and  from  which,  though  we  muft  pay  our  proporti¬ 
on  of  taxes  to  defend  it,  with  our  flefh  and  armies,  the 
community  at  large  cannot  be  benefited  by  the  revenues 
or  trade  thereof,  let  the  fuccefs  be  ever  fo  great  ;  the 
whole  treafure  is  configned  to  be  divided  amongft  a  com¬ 
pany  of  merchants.  From  what  is  here  laid  down  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  but  the  trade  is  moft  advantageous, 
the  returns  from  Africa  are  quick,  three  voyages  may  be 
made  to  Africa  and  the  Weft  Indies  and  home,  for  one 
to  the  Eaft  and  back  again,  befides  each  perfon  that  em¬ 
ploys  (hipping  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  gives  his  own  di¬ 
rections,  and  has  not  the  mortification  to  fee  his  profits 
reduced  by  enormous  falaries  to  place-men,  as  the  cafe 
is  in  all  monopolizing  companies. 

What  has  already  been  faid  in  the  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  muft  be  fufficient  proof  to  the  unprejudiced,  that  it 
would  be  unjuft  and  impolitic  to  abolifh  the  (lave  trade, 
but  as  the  ignorant  and  bigoted  are  fooner  roufed  byap- 
prehenfion  of  dangers  to  themfelves,  a  few  hints  may 
have  a  better  efFedt  than  the  ftrongeft  reafoning ;  has  not 
the  fettlement  formed  at  Sierra  Leona,  whillt  the  attempts 
were  making  to  abolifh  the  (lave  trade,  demonftrated  that 
the  friends  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  have  monopilizing  views? 
has  not  the  great  mortality  amongft  the  white  emigrants 
in  that  new  fettlement,  clearly  proved  that  it  is  inhuman 
to  employ  white  people,  at  cultivation  in  that  climate  ; 
as  all  things  in  England  go  by  fafhion,  now  African 
colonizing  is  introduced,  will  not  other  affociations  be 
formed,  and  claim  a  right  to  make  a  fettlement,  there  are 
'fine  lands  between  Sierra  Leona  and  the  Gambia,  alio  for 
a  vail  many  leagues  up  that  river. 

During 
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During  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Sackville,  fome  of¬ 
ficers  were  appointed  to  make  a  fettlement  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Gambia,  but  the  French  having  taken  pofteffion 
of  that  colony,  the  project  was  laid  aiide.  Since  the 
peace  an  iffaud  was  purchafed  in  the  fame  river  from  a 
merchant,  where  the  convicts  were  to  have  been  tranf- 
ported,  this  projed  was  alfo  laid  afide  for  Botany  Bay  : 
the  Eaft  India  company  had  Africa  annexed  to  their 
charter ;  may  they  not  now  have  the  fame  in  fpeculation, 
and  enter  into-  a  contrad  to  fupply  fugars  at  reduced 
prices  ?  what  muft  become  of  our  iffands  in  cafe  of  ano¬ 
ther  war  ?  the  Americans  are  aiming  at  being  the  carri¬ 
ers  for  all  Europe,  every  thing  is  to  be  expeded  from 
their  -  wifdom,  intrepidity,  perfeverance,  adivity,  and 
fpirit  for  enterprize,  they  have  an  inexhauftible  dock  of 
timber,  and  every  man  in  the  country  can  ufe  the  axe  as 
well  as  fire  arms.  The  Weft  India  planters  fpoke  feel¬ 
ingly  fome  time  ago,  it  is  not  politic  now  to  deprive  them 
of  the  only  means  of  making  their  eftates  valuable, 
which  they  have  enjoyed  for  centuries. 

The  climate  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Gambia  is  much 
the  fame  as  in  the  Carolinas,  or  on  the  borders  of  the 
Miffiffippi  in  the  fummer  months,  the  land  produces 
fpontaneoufly,  rice,  indigo,  tobacco,  cotton,  canes,  and 
almoft  every  fruit  indigenous  to  the  Weft  Indies,  the  fer¬ 
tility  of  the  foil,  and  the  immence  number  of  hands  that 
may  be  had  at  a  moft  trifling  expence  to  cultivate  the 
ground,  are  temptations  to  colonife ;  exclufive  of  the 
abundant  fupplies  of  oxen,  goats,  hogs,  deer,  poultry, 
Sec.  that  may  be  had  from  the  inhabitants,  aftoniihingly 
cheap ;  fiftt  of  all  kinds  are  very  abundant  alfo.  It  is 
wonderful  that  no  offer  was  made  of  lettlements,  in 
that  country,  to  the  fouthern  American  loyalifts,  inftead 
of  fending  them  to  Nova  Scotia,  where  vegetation  is 
froft-bound,  one  half  the  year,  and  the  other  half,  ob- 
fcured  by  fogs.  Was  it  the  fame  policy  that  prevailed 
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when  the  Havannah  was  given  up  to  the  Spaniards, 
without  an  equivalent  in  return  ?  It  was  urged  the  ex¬ 
tent  and  fertility  of  Cuba,  would,  under  Englifh  cultiva¬ 
tion,  foon  produce  more  than  all  the  Britifh  iflands,  and 

N  reduce  the  Well  India  planters  to  bankruptcy.  If  that 
was  the  confideration,  what  has  worked  fuch  a  wonder¬ 
ful  change  at  prefent  ?  At  the  laft  peace,  when  the 
ifland  of  Goree,  the  Montpellier  of  Africa,  was  rellored 
to  the  French,  and  the  reft  of  the  province  of  Senegam- 
bia  given  to  the  African  company  without  any  ftipulated 
compenfation  even  to  the  officers  on  this  ftaff,  who  were 
by  that  means  put  out  of  employ,  it  was  imagined,  that 
the  miniftry,  weary  of  the  complaints  fo  frequently  made 
againft  their  governors,  were  glad  to  get  rid  of  the  incum¬ 
brance  at  any  rate,  and  gave  themfelves  no  trouble  to 
difcriminate  which  were  worthy  of  rewards  for  their  fer- 
vice  to  government,  or  who  were  a  difgrace,  and  objecls 
for  exemplary  punifhments :  but  it  appears  now,  by  die 
company  not  having  eredied  any  factory  on  that  coaft, 
and  fuffering  the  French  to  make  encroachments,  that 
they  were  laid  under  fome  reftridtion  as  to  eftablifhing  pf 
colonies  there. 

Every  day’s  experience  (hews  us  how  dangerous  it  is 
to  attempt  a  reform,  the  French  troops  delighted  with 
the  American  fpirit  of  independence,  on  that  continent, 
inhaled  it,  and  on  their  return  breathed  it  throughout  the 
land,  and  the  flame  of  liberty  was  kindled,  but  they  did 
not  forelee  the  confequences,  it  was  like  putting  a  fword 
into  the  hands  of  a  man  who  only  appeared  tame  whilft 
under  the  care  of  liis  keeper. 

The  French  peafantry  in  particular,  were  in  a  ftate 
of  fuch  fubjecftion,  to  their  nobles  and  to  their  clergy, 
that  they  dared  not  tofpeak,  or  even  venture  to  think  up¬ 
on  any  religious  or  political  fubjecls,  their  mental  faculties 
thus  comprefled,  when  tranfported  to  the  native  regions 
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of  pure  liberty,  expanded  by  its  genial  heat,  and  burft 
through  all  cearments,  to  breath  the  vivifying  regenerating 
air  of  freedom.  But  their  Gallic  confliturions  were  taint¬ 
ed  with  too  many  peccant  humours  during  their  flate  of 
valfallage,  and  thefe  rarefied  by  the  climate,  caufed  many 
diforders  to  appear  in  their  bodies,  contagion  fpread  on 
their  return  home,  which  is  likely  to  depopulate  the  king¬ 
dom,  how  different  the  temperature  of  an  American,  he 
is  defcended  from  a  race  of  men,  who  thinking  their 
liberties  infringed  upon,  left  their  native  homes  and  crofled 
the  Atlantic,  dreading  lefs  the  unlettered  favages  of 
America,  than  the  control  of  learned  fages  in  their  own 
country,  favages,  no,  they  found  a  people  endowed  with 
every  quality  that  adorns  the  human  heart ;  having  no 
wants  but  what  fpontaneous  nature  fupplied,  envy 
dwelt  not  amongft  them,  they  had  no  emulation  but  in 
fuch  arts  as  mofl  tended  to  general  welfare, ‘they  lived  like 
the  ancient  patriarchs,  the  voice  of  the  head  of  a  family 
was  law,  by  precept  and  example  were  their  children 
flimulated  to  virtue,  punifhments  were  never  ufed,  and 
they  had  no  dread,  but  that  of  being  looked  upon  as  a 
ufelefs  member  of  fociety,  or  capable  of  uttering  a  fallhocd. 
In  every  village  a  crier  goes  about  at  a  particular  time  of 
the  day,  announcing  what  is  good  to  be  done ,  though  no 
command,  no  rota  is  kept,  where  the  numbers  wanting 
voluntarily  go  to  hunt,  to  reconnoitre,  or  what  the  exi¬ 
gence  requires. 

Every  thing  that  is  of  confequence  is  deliberated  in  a 
council  compofed  of  the  old  men  who  haVe  fignalized 
themfelves  in  war,  or  negociations.  When  a  warrior 
wants  a  party,  he  gives  an  entertainment,  lings  his  war 
fong,  fignifying  againfl  what  nation  he  is  going,  and  en¬ 
deavours  to  infpire  the  young  men  with  martial  ardour, 
he  tells  them,  in  fuch  a  place  he  killed  fo  many  of  the 
enemy,  without  lofing  a  man,  in  fhort  he  brags  of  all 
the  exploits  he  has  done,  each  warrior  brags  in  turn,  and 
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he  who  has  done  moft  for  his  country  is  followed  as  the 
war  chief,  when  a  vacancy  happens  in  the  council,  it  is 
filled  up  in  the  fame  manner  ;  but  no  man  will  prefume 
to  fpeak  at  a  war  feail,  or  to  give  his  opinion  before  the 
council,  unlefs  he  can  fpeak  of  fome  valorous  deeds  he 
had  performed,  or  fome  lingular  fervice  he  had  rendered 
his  tribe  or  nation.  Many  or  them  are  fo  Uriel  that  they  will 
not,addrefs  a  woman  before  they  have  proved  themfelves 
in  war,  and  they  boafl  their  abflinence  from  women  and 
liquor,  the  many  days  they  can  travel  without  food,  their 
dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  the  bow  and  arrow,  or  the  gun, 
their  Ikill  in  foiling  the  fagacity  of  the  wary  animals  they 
hunt,  and  the  exceffive  torments  they  can  bear,  without 
appearing  to  feel  pain. 

The  Sachems  or  chiefs  of  the  Indians  are  always  the 
pooreil  and  word:  clad,  they  are  above  the  idea  of  keep¬ 
ing  any  thing  to  adorn  or  make  themfelves  comfortable, 
if  a  perfon  of  inferior  capacity  is  in  want  within  the 
village,  it  is  not  outward  appearance  or  birth,  that  com¬ 
mands  refpedt  there. 
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The  God  of  Liberty  is  adored  amongft  them,  a  mif- 
ufe  of  his  blefling  is  not  known ;  if  a  conqueror  brings 
home  prifoners,  they  are  given  to  thofe  who  have  doll 
relatives  or  friends  by  the  hands  of  the  eneniv,  they  cut 
wood  and  draw  water  for  them,  and  walk  as  freely  about 
the  village  as  the  natives,  and  live  as  well.  If  they  chufe 
to  marry,  they  become  as  one  of  the  nation,  and  may  go 
to  war  or  flay  at  home  as  they  like.  There  is  one  nation 
that  their  chiefs,  in  everv  general  congrefs,  fpeak  in  this 
manner  to  the  other  Indians,  (and  they  live  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  La  Bay, 'in  Lake  Michigan)  Is  there  any  nation 
on.  earth  can  fay ,  they  have  had  a  Menomonie,  to  cut  wood 
or  drazv  water  for  them  I  is  there  any  nation  can  fay 
that  the  Menomonies  have  not  had  fome  of  their  flejh  and 
blood  to  draw  water  for  them  f  this  nation  never  fuffer- 


mg  themfelves  to  be  taken  alive.  By  fuch  examples  the 
celeftial  fpirit  of  liberty  mu  ft  be  diffufed,  and  a  levelling 
principle  reign  throughout  America. 

Notwithftanding  what  metaphyficians  may  fay  to  the 
contrary  about  innate  ideas,  judging  from  inftindt  in  the 
brute  creation,  we  fee  a  degree  of  fagacity  inherent  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  natural  relpe&ive  wants,  which  treads 
very  clofe  on  the  heels  of  human  reafon ;  we  fee  the 
defeendants  of  fome  families*  the  men  have  a  legiflative 
turn,  others  a  naval  or  military  difpofition,  others  are 
fportfmen,  gamefters,  See.  But  the  Americans  are  all 
proceeding  from  parents  who  have  fhewed  themfelves 
zealots  for  liberty,  indefatigably  induftrious,  enlarged  in 
their  ideas  as  the  wide  expanfe  of  territory  they  inhabit, 
brave  without  raftmefs,  and  generous  without  profufe- 
nefs. 

If  the  French  revolutionifts  had  only  deliberated  on 
thefe  qualifications,  which  they  allow  to  the  Americans, 
and  compared  them  with  the  headftrong  populace  of 
their  own  country,  upon  whom  they  depend  for  fupport, 
after  levelling  the  power  of  the  nobility  ;  they  will  fee  very 
little  profpeft  of  any  liability  of  the  new  conftitution,  for 
every  Have  as  he  becomes  free,  immediately  becomes  a  petty 
tyrant, and  grafps  at  command;  no  inftance  had  been 
heard  of  an  Indian  deftroying  his  chief  for  being  un- 
luccefsful,  they  will  give  him  anv  opportunity  of  profiting 

by  his  misfortune,  and  redoubling  his  efforts. - ~The 

Americans  wifely  had  deputies  from  each  ftate,  that  form¬ 
ed  a  travelling  privy  council,  which  accompanied  their 
armies  to  the  field,  and  without  the  delay  of  communi¬ 
cating  with  the  Congrefs^  forwarded  all  their  military 
operations.  With  all  their  wifdom  and  inclination  for 
univerfal  benevolence  and  toleration,  we  do  not  fee  the 
Americans  attempt  to  abolifh  flavery,  indeed  in  the 
northern  Colonies,  where  fanaticifm  is  predominant,  and 
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where  they  have  no  ufe  for  negroes,  they  have  (hewed  a 
diflike  to  the  flave  trade,  but  in  the  fouthward,  where 
they  cannot  carry  on  their  extenfive  cultivation  without 
negroes,  they  have  made  fome  regulation  as  to  the  non¬ 
exportation  of  them. 

Farmers  of  large  properties  will  have  their  black  and 
white  fervants  at  the  fame  table  with  themfelves,  in  lame 
manner  as  the  plowmen,  &c.  dine  with  their  mafters 
here,  and  generally  the  eldeft  negro  is  confulted  in  all 
matters  concerning  the  cultivation. 

In  thofe  countries  inhabited  moftly  by  the  -Dutch,  a 
man  has  been  known  to  be  fo  careful  of  his  haves,  that  he 
\vould  not  fend  them  to  bring  in  wood  whilft  it  raified, 
but  fent  his  wife,  and  being  afked  the  reafon,  faid,  the 
negro  coft  himabove  iool.  but  if  his  wife  caught  cold 
and  died,  he  could  fupply  her  place  for  nothing. 


When  the  fpeeches  on  the  abolition  are  maturely  con- 
iidered,  they  will  be  found  to  be  devoid  of  argument,  a 
.play  upon  the  paffions,  a  few  infiances  of  barbarity  ad¬ 
duced,  and  changes  rung  upon  them,  the  whole  a  mere 
verbiage  echoed  to  pleafe  the  ears  of  the  groundlings. 
“  What,  for  inilance,  was  the  cafe  of  the  flares  in  our 
M  ifianda,  they  were  torn  violently  from  their  native  coun- 
“  try,  and  placed  in  a  fituation  totally  new ;  immediate 
“  emancipation  would  be  to  leave  them  without  the 
“  means  of  fubfilling  or  governing  themfelves ;  would 
u  this  be  an  extenuation  or  an  aggravation  ©f  the  firft 
injury,  how  did  this  hold  with  refpedt  to  the  natives 
<£  of  Africa,  what  evil  fliouid  we  bring  upon  them  by 
“  not  carrying  them  off  as  flaves  ?”  Why,  we  fhould 
only  leave  them  to  thofe  evils  before  recited,  without  any 
cheering  ray  of  hope,  that  in  future,  a  friendly  nation 
would  ilretch  out  a  hand  to  their  relief. 
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Friends  to  the  abolition,  after  allowing  that  the  ne- 
gros  may  be  in  a  better  fituation,  by  being  Haves  in  our 
iflands,  than  remaining  in  the  fame  ftate  in  their  own 
country,  argue,  that  we  have  no  right  to  compel  any  per- 
fon  to  be  happy,  or  to  change  for  the  better ;  is  not  to  be 
good,  to  be  happy  ?  at  leaft  the  poet  fays,  Angels  aye 
happier  than  men ,  becauje  they  are  better.  Are  we  not  com¬ 
pelled  in  our  youth  to  very  laborious  talks  in  literature, 
in  order  to  curb  our  paffions,  that  we  may  become  ufe- 
ful  members  of  fociety,  and  live  happy  ?  How  few  are 
there,  if  any,  who  have  arrived  to  that  ftate  without  un¬ 
dergoing  fome  degree  of  coercion  ?  therefore  we  ufurp  a 
degree  of  power  over  our  own  flelli  and  blood,  which 
we  will  not  allow  to  be  extended  to  people  of  a  different 
colour. 

Lord  Bolingbrook  lays  it  down  as  his  opinion,  that 
the  author  of  nature  has  thought  fit  to  mingle,  from 
time  to  time,  among  the  focieties  of  men,  a  few,  and 
but  a  few,  on  whom  he  is  moft  gracioufly  pleafed  to  be¬ 
llow  a  larger  proportion  of  the  ethereal  fpirit  than  is  given 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence  to  the  fons  of  men  : 
there  are  they  who  engrofs  almoft  the  whole  reafon  of  the 
fpecies,  who  are  born  to  inftrud,  to  guide,  and  to  pre- 
ferve,  who  are  defigned  to  be  the  tutors  and  the  guar¬ 
dians  of  human  kind.  If  this  opinion  is  juft,  we  coun¬ 
teract  the  divine  will,  if  we  do  not  endeavour  to  remove 
thofe  negroes  who  are  an  incumbrance  in  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  inftrud  them  how  to  become  ufeful  members 
of  fociety.  It  is  urged  that  the  blacks  have  as  much  in¬ 
genuity  as  white  people,  that  they  work  exquifitely  in  all 
metals,  &c.  that  fuch  are  to  be  met  with,  muft  be  allow¬ 
ed,  and  that  they  are  indebted  to  white  people  mixing 
amongft  them,  for  thefe  qualifications ;  nor  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  if  the  negro  fhould  excel  in  any  one  han¬ 
dicraft  he  undertakes ;  as  he  has  no  education,  his 
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thoughts  are  confined  to  the  one  object,  whilft  a  white 
man’s,  will  be  in  purfuit  of  variety  all  over  the  univerfe. 

But  rarely  any  black  artificer  is  feen  amongfl  the  com¬ 
mon  lot  of  Haves,  unlefs  fold  as  a  convict,  or  by  fome 
factory  or  chieftains,  who  have  their  flaves  inftructed, 
on  purpofe  to  enhance  their  value  at  market. 

The  coaft  of  Africa  is  of  fuch  an  extent,  the  language 
and  the  cuftoms  of  the  natives  fo  different,  that  it  is  hard 
to  make  any  general  conclufion,  as  to  the  intellectual 
faculties  of  the  people,  but  as  they  are  all  born  in  vaffal- 
lage,  and  reared  in  abject  tacit  fubjeCtion  to  their  priefts, 
who  build  the  foundation  of  their  wealth,  power,  and 
confequence,  upon  the  ignorance  of  the  people ;  the 
fenfe  of  a  negro  can  fcarcely  be  diftinguifhed  from  the 
fagacity  of  an  animal,  for,  although  he  has  the  gift  ot 
fpeech,  he  dares  not  ufe  it  freely  or  inquifitively.  The 
naturalifts  difcover  a  reafoning  faculty  in  the  brute  crea¬ 
tion,  and  the  botanifls  have  from  them  learned  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  many  medicinal  herbs  ;  by  the  punCture  of  a  bat 
in  Egypt,  a  man  in  a  high  fever  was  relieved,  and  from 
that  accident  phlebotomy  took  its  rife ;  the  flag,  when  al- 
moft  run  blind  in  the  chace,  feeks  the  fwamp,  and  with 
the  fharp  point  of  a  flag  bleeds  his  eyes.  Many  other 
inflances  may  be  mentioned,  wherein  inftinct  in  animals 
keeps  pace  with  human  reafon,  the  huge  fagacious  ele¬ 
phant  kneels  to  pigmy  man,  and  employs  his  mighty 
flrength  at  command  ;  the  wonderful  docility  of  horfes, 
dogs,  pigs,  and  even  ferocious  animals  maybe  feen  every 
day  at  places  of  public  exhibition. 

This  confirms  the  text,  that  the  bead  of  the  field,  the 
fiflies  of  the  fea,  were  created  for  man’s  ufe,  this  idea 
makes  the  molt  abject  Have  in  Africa,  feel  himfelf  of 
confequence,  he  can  fee  no  human  being  in  a  mere  ab- 
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ject  Hate  than  himfelf,  unlefs  thole  who  believe  apes  and 
monkies  to  be  of]  the  human  fpecies. 

If  we  do  not  make  ufe  of  thefe  great  bleflings  of  en¬ 
lightened  reafon,  which  our  Creator  has  bellowed  upon  us, 
&nd  Communicate  knowledge  to  the  fequeftered  part  of 
mankind,  are  we  not  adling  like  the  unworthy  fervant,  that 
wrapt  the  talent  his  mailer  gave  him  in  a  napkin,  and 
buried  it  in  the  ground  ?  then  how  can  we  employ  it  bet¬ 
ter  than  in  bringing  Pagans  into  a  land  of  plenty,  and 
mixing  them  with  Chriftians,  where  their  lives  arc  fecure? 
the  grievance  complained  of,  is  forcing  people  from  their 
native  country  to  cultivate  a  foreign  foil.  If  a  man  in  Eng¬ 
land  cannot  prove  he  has  a  vifible  way  of  livelihood,  he 
is  compelled  to  give  fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour,  .or 
in  failure,  he  is  profecuted  as  a  vagrant,  tranfported  to 
the  colonies,  or  confined  to  hard  labour,  no  man  ought 
to  be  a  burthen  to  fociety,  the  African  have  is  in  the 
fame  predicament  with  this  man,  he  is  too  idle  to  work 
at  home,  though  he  fees  the  bees,  the  ants,  and  a  variety 
of  infefts  and  reptiles  induilriouhy  lay  in  a  ilock  of  pro- 
vifions  in  cafe  of  need,  he  never  thinks  but  of  the  pre- 
lent ;  can  his  prince  be  blameable  for  fending  fuch  a  man 
out  of  his  territories  ?  But  the  mode  of  conveyance  was 
the  horror  exciting  circumflance,  and  furnifhed  employ¬ 
ment  for  the  ar tills  to  delineate  prints,  which  were  dillri  - 
buted  all  over  the  kingdom,  fliewing  the  feclion  of  a  have 
fhip,  with  the  negroes  packed  clofe  together  under  hatches, 
like  herrings  in  a  barrel,  or  hogs  in  a  llye,  a  fituation  in 
any  climate  more  fhocking  than  death,  this  deception  had 
the  defined  efledt  on  the  illiterate  populace,  the  imprehion 
was  too  llrong  on  their  minds  whenever  the  have .  trade 
was  mentioned,  to  be  obliterated  by  the  moft  powerful 
arguments  or  teftimonies  to  the  contrary,  they  would  not 
believe,  that  if  the  negroes  were  not  confined  in  feparate 
births,  it  would  be  almoll  impohibleto  keep  them  from  ly^ 
ing  in  the  manner  defcribed,fbon  as  they  got  into  mild  cool 

weather, 


59 


weather,  if  it  was  not  for  the  vigilance  of  the  Teamen, 
who,  for  their  own  fakes,  keep  them  feparate,  a  putrid 
fever  muft  be  the  confequence,  which  might  prove  fatal 
to  die  whole  crew. 

But  fuppofe  the  fection  of  a  man  of  war’s  tender,  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  river  Thames  in  the  imprefs  fervice  in  the 
fummer  months,  was  drawn,  there  would  be  expofed 
fober  citizens  juft  dragged  from  the  wholefome  matrimo¬ 
nial  bed.  Tailors  drunk  from  hot  brothels,  and  culprits 
from  Bridewell,  indifcriminately  heaped  upon  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  a  hold,  without  any  ventilator  or  port-hole  to  ad¬ 
mit  frefh  air ;  Tome  bewailing,  others  execrating,  and 
all  fuffering  equal  to  thofe  wretches  who  were  confined 
in  the  black  hole  at  Calcutta.  Induftrious  tradeftnen 
kept  under  clofe  hatches  in  that  wretched  Tituation  two 
days,  without  provilion  or  water,  becaufe  they  would  not 
deliver  up  a  man  who  was  fufpected  of  meditating  an  ef- 
cape  to  the  refentment  of  the  enraged  lieutenant  !  in 
this  ftate  of  fuffocation  the  poor  creatures  flood  by  turn, 
upon  a  tub  (given  them  for  another  purpofe)  to  breathe  for 
a  while  the  cool  air  that  came  through  the  gratings  of  the 
hatchway,  and  were  threatened  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
Downs  with  no  other  allowance  than  water  :  luckily  the 
object  of  their  vengeance  being  a  free  man,  he  was  de¬ 
manded  by  the  civil  power,  and  fet  at  liberty. 

But  fuch  an  object  was  too  near  to  be  viewed  through 
the  philanthropic  telefcope  of  the  times,  nothing  is  re¬ 
flected  but  opaque  beings  fcorching  on  burning  lands  in 
the  torrid  zone,  and  on  their  tranlit  from  thence  to  a 
more  temperate  region.  A  lifter  kingdom  Teems  to  have 
been  moved  by  the  lame  kind  of  oblervation,  for  altho’ 
they  have  no  more  connexion  with  the  commerce  of  Africa, 
than  they  have  with  the  ifland  of  Laputa,  one  county 
has  voted  thanks  to  the  aboiitionifts,  and  another  coun¬ 
ty  has  been  To  taken  up  making;  collections  to  deracinate 
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Havery  in  France,  and  to  eftablifh  the  new  conftitution, 
that  they  have  overlooked  a  veflel  that  lately  left  their 
own  country,*  of  which  the  fedfion  would  make  a  very 
good  companion  for  that  of  the  Have  fhip. 

The  money  raifed  there  for  the  ufe  of  the  National 
Aflembly  in  France,  would  have  made  a  provifion  for 
thofe  whom  diftrefs  forced  to  emigrate ;  it  might  have 
employed  them  in  reclaiming  the  mountainy  and  boggy 
lands  in  their  owji  country,  and  making  comfortable  farms 
for  the  fupport  of  their  children,  they  cannot  be  fo  much 
bewildered  by  this  ignis  fatuus  of  liberty,  as  not  to 
find  the  fuperior  excellence  of  our  conftitution  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  abolition  motion. 

The  novelty  of  a  black  and  all  black  preacher  drew  as 
many  to  his  lectures,  as  formerly  a  racer  of  the  fame 
delcription  drew  to  admire  his  fpeed,  fanatics  believed 
all  the  dreadful  hiftories  he  recounted  of  barbarities  com¬ 
mitted  on  men  of  his  colour,  they,  fpread  the  delufion, 
and  popular  clamour  ufhered  in  the  motion  for  abolifhing 
the  Have  trade;  but  the  members  of  the  upper  houfe, 
holding  their  feats  independent  of  the  people’s  fuffrages, 
were  not  content  with  hearfay  evidence,  or  flowery  decla¬ 
mations  in  the  houfe,  they  determined  to  examine  upon 
oath,  and  decide  accordingly,  cool  reafon  begins  now  to 
take  place,  and  the  fallacy  of  many  accufations  will  be 
proved,  which  in  the  end  muft  convince  the  public,  that 
the  enemies  to  the  African  Have  trade,  are  not  the  friends 
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*  “  Belfast,  May  8. 

“  On  Saturday  morning  the  Wafhington  failed  from  this  port 
for  Philadelphia,  &c.  with  402  full  pafiengers,  which  probably 
may  have  amounted  to  500  fouls,  including  mariners  and  chil¬ 
dren,  her  burthen  264  regifter  tons,  which  is  upwards  of  300.” 

LONDON  STAR. 

N.  B.  Five  haves  for  every  three  tons,  in  a  veffel  not  exceeding 
201  tons,  and  one  for  every  ton  after. 


of  the  public. - Had  fuch  a  ferment  been  in  France 

againft  the  ftave  trade,  the  National  Aflembly  muft  have 
acquieiced  with  the  requeft  of  the  people,  no  upper 
chamber  of  control  is  there,  and  majefty  muft  have  ra¬ 
tified  an  abolition,  though  in  his  own  judgment,  figning 
a  decree  that  muft  materially  injure  the  commercial  in- 
tereft  of  his  kingdom,  and  diminifh  the  naval  ftrength  ; 
happy  for  this  nation  that  we  have  a  prince  who  has  per- 
fonally  examined  into  the  nature  of  the  Have  trade  abroad, 
and.  other  peers  who  have  fortitude  and  abilities  to  filence 
the  felf-interefted  and  milled  members  of  the  fenate,  that 
wifh  to  fupprefs  fo  benevolent  and  fo  advantageous  a 
commerce. 

It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  this  preacher  who  has  eicap- 
ed  from  llavery  in  his  own  country,  “  ere  his  arms  had 
nine  years  pith,”  and  talking  of  what  his  youth  had  buf¬ 
fered,  won  a  fair  lady’s  heart,  and  gained  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  all  his  auditors,  had  ufed  his  perfuaiive  eloquence 
to  procure  a  iubfcription  to  bear  the  expence  of  a  million 
into  his  own  country,  and  tried  there  to  propagate  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  his  own  fpecies,  inftead  of  adulterating  native 
Britifh  bloom,  by  a  footy  mixture.  Should  the  partiality 
for  his  colour  become  as  ftrong  or  prevailing  as  his  doc¬ 
trines,  may  we  not  exped:  to  fee  his  devotees,  actuated 
by  pure  humanity,  importing  Africans  to  loofe  their 
chains,  and  bind  them  in  the  fofter  bands  of  Hvmen  ? 
What  an  improvement  it  would  be  to  the  complexion  of 
their  progeny,  painting  and  hair  drefting  would  be  to 
them,  needlefs. 

This  thought  calls  to  mind  an  anecdote  related  of  an 
Indian  Sachem,  a  New  England  preacher,  who  had 
learned  the  Mohawk  language,  went  to  the  Onondago 
caftle,  and  requefted  the  chief  to  order  the  people  of  his 
nation  to  Attend,  and  embrace  his  doctrines,  for  his  was 
the  pureft  religion,  and  the  only  road  to  falvation.  The 
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Sachem  anfwered,  the  fame  ftory  had  been  told  them  be- 
_  fore,  by  clergymen  who  came  from  different  parts,  that 
his  people  were  tired  liftening  to  them,  and  he  had  no 
power  to  enforce  their  attendance,  but  he  might  dwell 
amongft  them  as  long  as  he  pleafed,  the  young  men 
fhould  hunt  for  him,  the  women  fhould  cook  for  him 
and  fupply  him  with  corn  ;  if  he  wifhed  to  marry,  he 
might  take  a  wife,  and  in  procefs  of  time,  it  was  poflible 
he  might  prevail  upon  fome  to  embrace  his  religion,  but, 
for  his  own  part,  he  found  thofe  Indians  that  were 
chriftened  and  educated  at  the  femmaries  near  the  fea 
fide,  return  home  much  worfe  than  thofe  who  never  had 
any  education ;  he  added,  that  his  elder  brethern  the 
Mohawks,  had  churches  eftablifhed  for  them  in  their  vil¬ 
lages,  that  they  were  regularly  married  and  chriftened, 
yet  they  were  worfe  hufbands,  worfe  fathers,  greater 
drunkards,  and  were  lefs  prolific  than  thofe  who  had  no 
paflors  at  all,  there  were  fome  tribes  of  the  fame  nation 
in  Canada,  who  boafled  that  their  religion  was  better;  in¬ 
deed  their  churches  were  more  handfome,  and  their 
priefts  were  better  drefted,  but  they  had  the  fame  vices, 
more  lazy,  and  not  fuch  good  warriors,  as  the  others,  he 
gave  his  opinion  in  favour  of  the  religion  the  Englifh  in¬ 
troduced,  becaufe  their  milfionaries  read  the  prayers  in 
the  language  of  the  natives,  and  gave  them  books  to  in- 
ftrudt  them,  but  the  French  taught  them  to  pray  in  a 
language  they  did  not  underhand,  which  feemed  to  him, 
as  if  the  deity  they  worlhip,  underflood  no  other  tongue. 
*But  friend,  fays  he,  if  after  you  have  refided  here  fome 
time,  I  find  the  young  folks  grow  better,  then  I  will  ufe 
my  influence,  for  we  are  ufed  to  judge  by  the  elFedt ;  a 
priefl  came  once  amongft  us,  and  told  the  people  he  was 
a  righteous  man  fent  by  heaven  to  inftrudt  them  and 
make  them  happy,  he  one  day  preached  about  a  very 
wicked  king  that  would  not  liften  to  fome  of  his  bro¬ 
therhood,  and  that  the  great  lpirit  infti&ed  very  fevere 
punifhments  upon  him,  however,  one  day  he  was  deter¬ 
mined 
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mined  to  be  revenged,  and  he  ordered  his  warriors  to 
'  feize  and  bind  this  priefl,  with  two  of  his  followers,  and 
throw  them  into  a  large  fire  which  was  prepared  on  pur- 
pofe,  and  burned  fo  violently,  that  thofe  who  threw  the 
holy  men  into  the  flames,  perifhed ,  but,  to  the  great 
aflonifhment  of  the  wicked  ppince,  the  three  righteous 
men  walked,  quite  unconcerned  through  the  fire,  with¬ 
out  fmgeing  their  garments,  or  even  retaining  the  fmell  of 
fmoke. 

The  people  of  our  village  confulted  upon  this  miracu¬ 
lous  proof  of  human  virtue,  and  from  the  preacher  filling 
himfelf  as  one  of  the  fame  feft  with  thefe.  miffionaries 
ffom  the  great  fpirit  above,  they  refolved  to  put  him  to 
the  trial,  they  made  a  very  large  wooden  fire,  and  toffed 
him  into  the  middle  of  it,  where  he  was  immediately 
confumed,  and  flunk  as  bad  as  any  of  us  would  in  burn¬ 
ing.  /' 

The  New-  England  miffionary  knowing  his  garments 
were  not.  of  the  Abeflos,  would  not  venture  fuch  an  or¬ 
deal,  but  decamped  a  la  Sourdine ,  and  did  not  venture 
to  broach  any  new  doctrines,  but,  in  the  next  village  he 
attempted  to  exhort,  where  one  of  the  chiefs  proved  he  had 
difcovered  him  indulging  carnal  appetite,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  give  over  travelling  to  convert  the  Indian 
nations ;  thofe  people  faw  more  of  politics  than  religion 
in  has  million,  for  the  commotions  were  then  beginning 
in  America. 

By  this  relation  we  may  fee  how  forcibly  Indians  are 
wrought  upon,  when  they  find  any  attempt  to  millead 
their  judgment,  for  they  have  a  riveted  opinion,  that 
every  white  man  who  comes  amongfl  them  has  felfifh 
views,  or  finifler  purpofes,  their  way  of  life  is  fo  different, 
and  fatigues  fo  great,  that  it  has  no  allurements  for 
llrangers.  An  Indian  accounts  for  his  invefligating  caufes 
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and  circumftances  more  cautioufly  than  any  of  us,  by 
faying,  he  has  nothing  but  his  head  to  depend  upon,  he 
mu  ft  ftore  up  all  his  knowledge  there,  but  when  we  want 
information  we  find  it  in  our  pocket,  written  by  people 
who  are  difperfed  all  over  the  world,  and  this  faves  us  the 
trouble  of  thinking  for  ourfelves,  which  fometimes  makes 
us  wrongheaded  and  breeds  confufion. 

Let  us  now  return  from  this  digreftion  to  African  af¬ 
fairs,  and  we  fhall  find,  that  the  evidences  recently  ex¬ 
amined  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  have  proved  fimilar 
barbarities  to  thofe  already  recounted  of  black  princes, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  officer  of  the  African  corps 
who  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  trade  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  will,  if  examined  on  oath,  corroborate  what  has 
been  faid  of  a  licentious  governor,  for  his  life  has  been 
.attempted  bypoilon,  and  two  foldiers  who  brought  him 
his  wine,  ignorant  of  the  preparation  drank  of  it,  and  felt 
its  fatal  effedis,  this  gentleman  could  a  tale  unfold,  which 
would  harrow  up  the  foul,  and  probably  roufe  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  government,  to  the  unhappy  fufferers,  who  have 
efcaned  with  life  from  fuch  monftrous  tyranny. 

If  we  take  a  retrofpedf  of  the  various  objedfs  that  have 
fucceffively  engroffed  public  attention  fince  the  clofe  of 
the  glorious  war  which  was  diredfed  by  the  late  Lord 
Chatham,  we  fhall  find  one  ruling  objedt  abforbing  every 
other  confederation.  The  Americans  alarmed  at  the  In¬ 
dians  taking  by  ftirprife  all  the  interior  fortifications  ex¬ 
cept  Detroit,  and  Niagarra,  and  thofe  they  blockaded, 
and  the  merchants  of  London,  alarmed  left  the  general 
that  was  fent  againft  them  would  extirpate  all  the  favage 
nations,  and  deftroy  the  fur  trade,  but  there  thofe  vigilant 
Indians  Shewed  their  fuperiority,  they  told  the  general  on 
his  arrival,  fince  he  had  but  a  handful  of  men  to  oppofe 
them,  they  would  not  give  him  the  trouble  to  afk  for 
peace,  they  would  grant  it,  for  they  preferred  peace  and 
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commerce,  to  war  and  bloodfhed ;  tranquillity  eftablifhed, 
the  army  was  reduced,  and  the  foldiers  that  had  conquer¬ 
ed  the  country  where  forced  to  pay  for  the  ratio  of  pro- 
vffions  they  confumed  in  the  garrifons  they  were  ftation- 
ed  to  keep  polfeffion  of,  and  many  officers  put  out  of 
employ,  difgufted  at  their  fervices  being  unrequited,  re¬ 
turned  to  America ;  about  this  time  Wilkes,  Liberty,  and 
the  North  Briton  kept  the  people  of  England  in  a  fer¬ 
ment,  afterwards  Mr.  Stevens,  a  debtor,  broke  out  of  the 
King’s  Bench  prifon,  appeared  in  Weflminfter  Hall  be¬ 
fore  Lord  Mansfield,  pleaded  the  illegality  of  being  con¬ 
fined  on  main  procefs,  and  was  not  recommitted;  Magna 
Charta  was  the  pals  word,  Lord  Beauchamp’s  ten  pound 
a&  palTed,  and  it  was  imagined  imprifonment  for  debt 
was  to  be  totally  abolifhed,  but  taxing  of  America  gave 
another  fcope  for  debate. 

Many  officers  who  thought  themfelves  negledted  by 
government,  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  American  in- 
furgents,  and  affifted  in  the  emancipation  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Lord  George  Gordon,  and  the  proteflant  intereft, 
was  the  next  commotion,  then  the  rage  of  both  fexes 
was  the  military  uniform.  The  Irifh  obtaining  a  free 
trade,  and  afterwards  the  proportions  to  lay  it  under 
certain  reftridtions,  gave  employment  to  all  parties.  The 
war  with  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  America  ended. 
An  inquiry  into  Afiatic  defalcators  took  place,  but  thofe 
nearer  home  efcaped  public  inquiry.  Humanity  urged  a 
motion  to  be  made  to  enlarge  the  rules  of  the  King’s 
Bench  and  Fleet  prifons,  Lord  Mansfield  rejedted  it. 
Soon  after  an  adt  was  modelled  which  would  have  placed 
an  unfortunate  debtor  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  a  galley 
Have,  happily  it  was  fuppreffed  before  its  becoming  pub¬ 
lic,  had  drawn  an  odium  upon  the  nation  ;  foOn  after-  the 
court  made  an  order  to  confine  the  rules  of  the  King’s 
Bench  and  Fleet  to  a  fmaller  compafs,  and  if  a  prifoner 
was  feen  in  any  place  of  public  entertainment^  or  regaling 
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himfelf  in  a  tavern,  it  was  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  ef- 
cape.  "•  ,  •  •  a'  -  •  •* 

Thus  we  may  fee  an  inftance  of  the  flu&uation  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  it  ltiuft  appear  by  the  number  of  new  prifons 
and  bettering-houfes  new  building,  that  depravity  is  in- 
creaftng  or  that  employment  for  the  common  people  is 
decreafmg.  ’  .... 

JS  if  ■  •  •  *  V  '  •  •  •  f  r*  “t  f  *  C" 

The  Spanifh  convention,  and  the  French  Revolution, 
are  almoft  exhaufted  fubjeds  of  converfation  ; ;  now  we 
have  nothing  elfe  to  alarm  us,  the  minds  of  the  people 
are  divided  between  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  an  abo¬ 
lition  of  the*  African  have  trade,  both  of  which,  moft 
probably,,  willdiffolve  into  air  like  vifonary  bubbles, 
theories  which  will  be  proved  impradible  before  this  fef- 
fions  of  parliament  is  clofed. 


THE  END, 


